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but a short time since the gentleman from Tennes- 
cee rose here, when there were at least twelve 
members upon the floor, but was not recognized 
by the Chair, and went onand made his proposi- 
tion. That is the way in which the gentleman 
from Alabama did. IL was the first gentleman rec- 
ovnized by the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Gentlemen all around me 
remember the facts differently from the gentleman 
from Michigan. 
man is sincere in his opinion, and that he states it 
according to his views, but then my recollection 
s sustained by all around me. 


me inso many words. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recollects very 
well that the gentleman from Alabama demanded 
the previous question, but doubts whether or not 
it was not pending the motion to adjourn. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I would ask the | 


gentleman if he voted with the majority, and was |! now adjourn. 


in a condition to make the motion to reconsider ? 

Mr. STUART. There was no division, and 
any gentleman has a right to submit a motion to 
reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not distinct in 
his recollection of the facts; and as the easiest 
mode of settling the question, he is disposed to put 
the question upon seconding the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. Cuarpman] will be allowed to 
make a statement. 


Mr. CHAPMAN. I was endeavoring to get 


the ear of the Chair, for the purpose of reminding | 


him, that when the gentleman from Alabama arose, 
the Chair suggested that there was a motion to 
adjourn pending. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman from Alabama 
was recognized by the Chair, and the gentleman 
from Michigan gets up and addresses the Chair, 


in the midst of the noise and confusion, and says | 
in order to cut | 


‘‘] rise to a privileged question,” 


off the motion of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The House was then divided upon seconding 
the demand for the previous question, and there 
were—ayes 87, noes 37. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. STUART. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. I believe it isa privileged ques- 
tion. 1 move the House adjourn. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman cannot take 
the floor from me to submit that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michi- 
gan will state his point of order. 


Mr. STUART. It is this: that allowing the 


decision of the Chair to be correct—and certainly | 


I am not disposed to dispute it—I have the right to 


discuss this question on the motion to reconsider | 


the vote by which the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and that moving 
the previous question on the passage of the bill, 
does not cut me off from that privilege until the 
House has ordered the main question to be put. 
The SPEAKER. The legitimate question is, 


whether the House will order the main question to | 


be put. 
Mr. STUART. It has been ordered to be put. 
The SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question has only been seconded. 
Mr.STUART. Suppose the House had or- 


dered the main question to be put, my right would || 


not be cut off. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the gentleman would be cut off from debating 


the bill, if the call for the previous question was | 


seconded on the passage of the bill. 


Mr. STUART. The motion to reconsider | 


must then be put. 
_Mr. ORR. 
sider upon the table. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move that the 


louse do now adjourn. 
lhe question was put, and the House refused | 
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I have no doubt but the gentle- | 


I understood my- | 
self as being recognized by the Chair, and gentlemen || 
around me, who were paying as much attention | 
as myself, remember that the Speaker recognized | 


I move to lay the motion to recon- | 
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| to adjourn, there being ona division—ayes 50, 


noes 67. . 

Mr.McMULLIN. Isit in order to move a 
call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, because the main 
question has been ordered to be put. The ques- 
tion now is upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Ohio. 1 move that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The motion pending to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table, takes pre- 
cedence of that motion. 


The question was taken, and the motion to re- | 


consider was laid upon the table. 
The oe was then taken on the motion to 


lay the bill upon the table, and it was disagreed 
to. 
The SPEAKER. The question is now upon 


the passage of the bill. 
Mr. WASHBURN. 


I demand the yeas and 


| nays. 


Mr SACKETT. I move that the House do 

The question was put, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. GOODENOW. 
do now adjourn. 
Mr. HART. 

to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMutuin 
and Henpricks were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn; the tellers having reported—ayes 50, 
noes 75. 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill, and it was passed—yeas 81, nays 33; as fol- 


1 move that the House 


I demand tellers on the motion 





| lows: 


Y EAS— Messrs. Aiken, Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Wim. 
Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, Barrere, Beale, Bowie, 
Breckinridge, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Caldwell, Thompson 
Campbell, Chastain, Clark, Clemens, Colecock, Cottman, 
Darby, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dimmick, Disney, Dock- 
ery, Doty, Eastman, Edgerton, Fay, Ficklin, Florence, 
Freeman, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Gaylord, Giddings, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Hall, Harper, Isham G. 


| Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hascall, Hendricks, 


Henn, Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, I ves, Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Preston King, Letcher, Mason, 
McLanahan, McMullin, McNair, Henry D. Moore, More- 
head, Murray, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Peasilee, 


! Penn, Phelps, Robbins, Ross, Sabine, David L. Seymour, 


Ongen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, 
Stratton, Townshend, Wildrick, and Woodward—sl. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibighaus, Bocock, Brenton, Burrows, 
Busby, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Chapman, Cobb, 
Dean, Dunham, Durkee, Evans, Haws, Haven, John W. 
Howe, Thomas Y. How, George G. King, Little, Mann, 
Miller, Millson, Molony, Newtou, Samuel W. Parker, Pen- 
niman, Sackett, Schoolcratt, Scurry, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, 
and Addison White—38. 


So the bill was passed. 


Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. STUART said: I hope that the House will 
allow me to say, that I am in favor of the purport 
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grant of land to the company organized to construct @ rail- 
road from Green Bay tw Chicago. 


By Mr. BIBIGHAUS: The petition of Adam Guttinger 
and 163 others, citizens of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, praying 
that one hundred and sixty acres of land be given to each 
person who served in the war of 1819. 

By Mr. LETCHER: The petition of Harvey Risk, post- 
master at Fairfield, Rockbridge county, Virginia, praying 
to be released from the payment of a certain sum of money 
claimed as due from him to the Post Office Department. 

By Mr. ABERCROMBIE: The petition of William 
Bryan and others, citizens of Dale county, Alabama, pray- 
ing Congress to remove the land office from Sparta to Elba, 
in Cotlee county, in said State. 

By Mr. MILLER: The memerial of the General Assem 
bly of Missouri, asking a grant of land to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Canton, Missouri, to Bloom- 
field, lowa. 

ty Mr. STANLY: The memorial of E. A. Smith and 
R. Quarles and ot} ors, citizens of the counties of Wood 
ford and Fayette, Xentucky, asking Congress to pass the 
bill to pay the States the fourth installment under the deposit 
act; in aid of the Colonization Society. 

By Mr. EASTMAN: The memorial of James Morrison 
and others, sureties of G. R. C. Floyd, late Secretary of the 
Territory of Wisconsin, for authority to the accounting 
otticers to settle the account of said Floyd. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 19, 1853. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier, 

Mr. FOOT presented the credentials of the Hon. 
Samvuec S. Puecrs, appointed by the Governor of 
the State of Vermont a Senator from that State, 
to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
fon. WituraMm Upnam until the next meeting 
of the Legislature, which were read; and Mr. 
Pures, having taken the oath prescribed by law, 
took his seat in the Senate. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore l\aid before the 
, senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 


} 
tne 


nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, reports of an examination of the Blue 
Lick Springs and other sites, with a view to the 


establishment of a western military asylum; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also,a message from the President of the United 
States, recommending the payment of the claim 
made by the Spanish Government on behalf of its 
subjects, in the case of the Amistad; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, communicating, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate relating to the coinage of the 
United States Mint and its branches, a report of 
the Director of the Mint; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I have been re- 
quested to present a petition, signed by Grinnell, 
Minturn, & Co., and a number of ship-owners, 
ship-masters, and insurance companies, praying 


of the bill, but that I deem it so defective I cannotg| Congress for some measure of legislation to be- 


vote for it. I therefore decline to vote. 
{Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order!’’} 
Mr. HALL. I move to reconsider the vote by 


| which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 


to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. ORR, the House then ad- 
journed till to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 





PETITIONS, &ce. 
The foll®wing petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Alex- 
ander Lea, praying compensation for losses sustained by 
him in the destruction of the light-house at Chandelier 
Island, off the coast of Mississippi. 


| By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Mary Young, one of 
|| the heirs of William Liggett, praying for compensation for 


the services of said Liggett as a soldier in the war of the 
Revolution. 

By Mr. AVERETT: The petition of 375 citizens of the 
city of Washington, in favor of rebuilding the Long Bridge 
over the Potomac river at its present site. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of D. Agny, Baron S. Doty, 


iM.L. Martin, and 80 other citizens of Green Bay, for a 


stow assistance on Selena C. Sumner, the wife of 
Captain Sumner, for the discovery he had made, 
by which the position of a ship can be ascertained 
at sea. They represent, sir, that this discovery 
is one of great practical importance, and has 
saved many lives and a large: amount of property, 
and they request Congress to take it into their 
consideration. I move that, without reading, the 

| petition be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

It was so referred. ae 

Mr. FOOT presented a petition of citizens of 

| Waterford and Barnet, Vermont, praying the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Barnet to Water- 
ford Lower Village, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Lyman and Lit- 
tleton, New Hampshire, praying the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Steven’s Village to 
Lower Waterford; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


/ Also, a petition of citizens of Waterford, Ver- 
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mont, and Littleton, New Hampshire, praying 

the establishment of a mail route between those | 
towns; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. — : 

Also, an additional document in relation to the 
ease of Avery Downer, praying compensation for 
his services as assistant surgeon during the revo- 
lutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
Cyrus Wheelock, a soldier in the last war with 
Great Britain, praying a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a petition of the 
Board of Directors of the Richmond and Danville 
Railroad Company, praying permission to import 
railroad iron free of duty; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas Ritchie, praying 
a further allowance for the printing of the Thirty- 
first Congress, executed by him under contract; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. I1AMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Portland, Maine, praying the passage of the 
bill usually known as ** Bennett’s al bill,’? and 
that in it a grant of land may be made for the con- 
struction of the European and North American 
railway; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented a memo- 
rial of certain Cherokees, citizens of Bradley 
county, Tennessee, praying the settlement of their 
claims on the principles of equity and justice; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of William 
Chandler, praying the a of certain bills or 
Continental money held by him; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Harriet O. Read, execu- 
trix of Lieutenant Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

SMALL NOTE BiLL. 

A message from the House of Representatives | 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed a bill to suppress the cireu- 
lation of small notes as a currency in the District 
of Columbia. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the memorial of 
Sarah Brusterand Irene Howard, of ‘Tennessee, 
praying that the bounty land act of March, 1852, 
may be extended to the widows and minor heirs 
of soldiers embraced in said act, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands; which was agreed to. ‘| 
He also, from the same committee, to which | 
were referred documents in relation to the claim of | 
Aaron H. Hoyt toa pension for services in the 
last war with Great Britain, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. -He also submitted a report on the sub- 
ject; which was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred documents in relation to the claim of 
Jacob Cole to a pension for services in the war of 
the Revolution, asked to be discharged from the | 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed | 
to. Healso submitted a report on the subject; 
which was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


were referred documents in relation to the claim of || 


John Walker to a pension and bounty land, for 


services during the last war with Great Britain, || 


asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to. He also sub- 
mitted a report on the subject; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred a petition of citizens 
of Alabama, in favor of abolishing the office of 
chaplain; and also petitions from citizens of Vir- 
ginia, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania, Delaware, | 

ew Jersey, Vermont, and Mississippi, on the | 
same subject, asked to be discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration thereof; which was agreed to. | 
He also submitted a report on the subject; which | 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 


| 
merce, to which was referred the petition of Wil- | 


liam Wright, reported a bill authorizing the Sec- 
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retary of the Treasury to issue a register to the 


sritish bark Fanny, under the name of the Golden 

Mirror; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the bill was read 


a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 


No amendment being made, it was | 


reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, | 


read a third tyme, and passed. 


He also, from the same committee, to which | 


was referred a memorial of merchants, &c., of 


Boston, praying that the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury may be directed, by law, to refund excesses | 


of duties in certain cases, asked to be discharged 


from its further consideration, and that it be re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Finance; which was 
agreed to. 


“Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, | 


to which were referred the following petitions and 


resolutions, asked to be discharged from their fur- | 


ther consideration; which was agreed to: 
Petition of Ebenezer G. Atwater, praying to be 


allowed a pension for adisability incurred in firing | 
a salute in honor of the President of the United | 


States and some members of the Cabinet present 


at the opening of the New York and Erie rail- | 


road; 


Petition of Samuel Church, praying remuner- | 


ation for the loss of clothing and health in the 


military service of the United States during the | 


last war with Great Britain; 


Petition of Candace Porter, widow of a soldier | 


in the war of the Revolution, praying a pension; 


Petition of William L. Martin, praying an in- | 


crease of pension; 
Petition of Caroline L. Eustis, widow of Wil- 


liam Eustis, a surgeon in the army of the Revo- | 


lution, praying a pension; 

Petition of Elizabeth R. Drane, widow of An- 
thony Drane, formerly an officer of the Army, 
praying a pension; 

Resolution directing the Committee on Pensions 


to inquire into the expediency of granting arrears | 


of pension to David Linn; 

Resolution instructing the Committee on Pen- 
sions to inquire into the expediency of continuing 
a pension to Thankful Reynolds. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred a memorial of ship-owners, 
merchants, &c., of Boston, praying that the same 


facilities in unloading, which are now granted to | 


steamers, may be extended to sailing vessels, and 
the memorial of Richard Evans, and other officers 
of the United States revenue service, praying for 
an increase of pay, has directed me to ask to be 
discharged from their further consideration. I 
beg to say, at the same time, that I hold in 


my hand a resolution which I am about to report | 
from that committee, proposing to call on the | 
‘Treasury Department for a system for the entire | 
revision of the revenue laws, and which, when | 


presented to Congress, will include precisely the 

cases which are covered by these memorials. For 

these reasons, the committee ask to be discharged 

from the further consideration of the subject. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 
committee to report the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
to have prepared, and submitted to the Senate at its next 
session, a general revenue law, with the view of super- 


@eding all existing laws on the subject, and which shall | 


I am directed by the same | 


embrace all needful provisions for regulating the foreign and | 


domestic commerce of the United States in American and 
foreign vessels, the assessing and collecting of the duties 
connected with the same, including fees of all kinds, ton- 


nage duty, aud light-money, the registering, enrolling, and | 
licensing of vessels, the number, duties, and emoluments | 


of custom house officers and employees of every kind, the | 


levying and remission of penalties, fines, and forfeitures, 
the service of the revenue marine in all its details, and 
providing generally for the due performance of all the du- 
ties of every description connected with the revenue service, 
in all its branches and details, including all the requisite 
official forms to be observed in the transaction of custom- 
house business. 

Resolved further, That in the preparation of the said 
revenue code orlaw, it shall be distinctly shown what are 


the provisions of existing laws which are retained, what, | 


if any, portion of said existing laws that are omitted, and | 


what-new provisions or additions are made. 


This is a simple call upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to form a plan for the collection of our 
revenues—a uniform plan, which shall take the 
place of the existing laws. I hope it will be con- 
sidered and passed at this time. I apprehend 


there will be no objection to it; but if there should | 


be any, I think Tecan make it very evident to the 
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Senate that it should receive its favorable consid. 
eration. 

7" : , 

he resolution was considered, by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the Cormmi:. 
tee on Finance, to which was referred the bill from, 
the House of Representatives, entitled * An act 
making a a for the support of the Mjj. 
itary Academy for the year ending 30th June, 
1854,”’ have instructed me to report it back with 
sundry amendments, and to ask that it may now 
be considered. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to make the following appropriations: 

For pay of officers, instructors, cadets, and musicians 
$88,266. ; 

For commutation of subsistence, $2,190. 

For forage for otficérs’ horses, £960. 

For repairs, fuel, and apparatus therefor, forage for puv. 
lic horses and oxen, postage, stationery, printing, and other 
incidental and contingent expenses, $20,660. 

For increase and expenses of the library, 81,000, 

For expenses of the Board of Visitors, $4,000, ° 

For completion of the new mess hall, 83,500. 

For stable for dragoon and artillery horses, $8,000, 

For forage for dragoon and cavalry horses, 8,640, 

The amendments of the Committee on Finance 
were to add the following: 

For additional pay of $50 each to the soldiers employed 
in the Adjutant’s office as clerks, and to the two enlisted 
men employed in the Philosophical and Chemical Depart 
ment, $150, 

Riding and exercising hall, $12,000. 

For the construction of a wharf, $4,330, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the 
professors of French and drawing shal) receive the pay and 
emoluments allowed to the other professors; and the sum 
of $1,000 is hereby appropriated for that purpose out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendments were agreed to; the bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in; the bill was ordered toa 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


ESPY’S CONICAL VENTILATOR. 


On motion by Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution sub- 
mitted yesterday by him, and it was agreed to: 

* Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of directing the Seeretary of the Navy 
to purchase from James P. Espy his patent right for the 
conical ventilator ; and also inquire into its value, and fix 
the amount which they deem reasonable and proper for the 
purchase of the same, if, in their opinion, it is expedient to 
purchase it.’? 


Mr. MANGUM also submitted a document in 
relation to the subject; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


STANSBURY’S REPORT. 
Mr. PEARCE offered the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That the report of Charles F. Stansbury on the 
Industrial Exhibition held at London in 1850, cominunicated 


| to the Senate on the 12th instant, by the Secretary of the 


Interior, be printed, and that two thousand extra copies 
thereof be printed for the use of the Senate. 


NEW POST ROUTES. 


Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
establishing the following post routes: 

ist. From Fulton, in Hempstead county, to Rocky Com- 
fort, in Sevier county, Arkansas, distance about forty-five 
miles. 

2d. From Danville, via William Parkes’s, in Yell county, 
and Milton Gilbreath’s, to Felix Gaines’s, in Scott county 
Arkansas, distance about fifty miles. 7 

$d. From Van Buren, via Joseph Bryant’s, in Crawford 


| county, and Lee C. Blakemore’s, to Fayetteville, in Wash- 


ington county, Arkansasy distance about fifty miles. _ 

4th. From Dover, in Pope county, via Borland, in New- 
ton county, to Yellville, in Marion county, Arkansas, (0 
intersect the route from Yellville to Springfield, Missouri. 

5th. From Carrollton, in Carrol) county, via Worth, in 
Newton county, Arkansas, to Rockbridge, Missouri. 

6th. From Little Rock, via Springfield, in Conway covn- 
ty, to Clinton, in Van Buren county, Arkansas, distance 
about ninety miles. 

7th. From Helena to Little Rock, Arkansas. ae 

8th. From Ozark, in Franklin county, ria Grand Praine 
and Waldron, Arkansas, to Red river. 


COLONIZATION IN NORTH AMERICA. 
Mr. GWIN. I move to take up the joint reso- 
lution which was under consideration yesterday, 
‘‘ declaratory of the views of the United States 
respecting colonization on the North American 
continent, and respecting the Island of Cuba,” in 
order that the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] 
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y occupy & short time in explaining a matter 


na 
ehich he wished to explain yesterday evening, but 
had not an opportunity of doing, with the under- 


~randing that then it shall be postponed till Tues- 
Te motion was agreed to;"and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution. — 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. Mason, 
Cass, Souce, Dixon, and Snrevps participated. 
The further consideration of the joint resolution 
was then postponed until Tuesday, the 25th inst. 
(For the debate see the Appendix.] 

LOUISIANA OVERFLOWED LANDS. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the bill ‘*to aid 
the State of Louisiana in reclaiming the over- 
¢j>wed lands therein, and for other purposes,”’ 
was taken up for consideration; and on his mo- 
tion it was postponed to, and made the special or- 
der for, Monday the 31st instant. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill ‘* authorizing 
‘the construction of a railroad and branches, for 
‘establishing a certain postal communication be- 
‘tween the shores of the Pacific and Atlantic within 
‘the United States, for the protection and facili- 
‘ties of travel and commerce, and for the neces- 
‘sary defenses of the country.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (M. Norris in 
thechair.) ‘The pending questionison the amend- 
ment submitted by the Senator from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Brooxe,] as asubstitute for the whole bill. 
Mr. GWIN. I believe the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi is willing to withdraw that amendment 
until we perfect the bill section by section. 

The PRESIDING OPFICER. The Chair 
would suggest to the Senator that the proposition 
of the Senator from Mississippi is, to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert a substitute 
for the whole bill. That motion is in order, but 
motions to amend the sections of the original bill 
will take priority, and after they are disposed of, | 
the question will be on that amendment. 

Mr. BROOKE. Do I understand the Chair to 
decide my amendment to be out of order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order, 
but before the question is put upon it, the original 
bill is open to amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. I move that the bill be read 


section by section, so as to permit amendments to || 


be offered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
will be pursued. 

The first section was then read as follows: 


** Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- } 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That with the view of securing the speedy construction of 
a railroad and branches connecting the Mississippi river 
with the Pacific ocean, at suitable points, the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to enter into con- 
tracts, in conformity with the provisions of this act, for the 
construction of a railroad from a point on Red river, at or 
near the southwest corner of the State of Arkansas, on the 
most direct and feasible route, and, if practicable, with a 
branch to the gulf coast and through the State of Texas to 
a point on the eastern boundary of the State of California ; 
and from points on the western boundary of Missouri and 
lowa, (not within the limits of any existing State,) on the 
most direct and feasible ronte to intersect said road, run- 
ning from Red river, as aforesaid, to the eastern boundary of 
the State of California, with a track departing from this 
line at some point west of the Sierra Nevada, or Rocky 


That course 


route, to some safe and commodious harbor in the Territory 
of Oregon, which shall be at all times accessible to the 
largest class of sea-going vessels navigating the Pacific 
ocean.*? 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to strike out of that 
section the words ** and branches,’’ with the view 
of following it up, if it prevails, with amendments 
to other portions of the bill, so as to have the bill 
provide only for a road from the most suitable 
point on the Mississippi to the Pacific. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Is the object of the amend- 
ment to confine the bill to the construction of but 
one road? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, sir; and if this amend- 
ment prevails, I will follow it up by moving to 
amend the other portions of the bill having ref- 
erence to the branches, so as to leave it one track 
from San Francisco to the most suitable point on 
the Mississippi river. The selection of that point I 
am willing to leave for future investigation. My 


object is to strike out of the bill all that relates to 
the branches. 


Mr. CHASE. 


I would suggest to the Senator 
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from Mississippi, whether his object could not be 
better obtained by moving an .amendment to that 
portion of the section which determines the point 
at which the road is to commence. It might be, 
that it would be important to have branches from 
some suitable point to Oregon and California; 
while it might not be desirable to have branches 
on this side, connecting the road with the extended 
system of works already in progress, or consum- 
mated, in different portions of the country. I 
would prefer, myself, if it would suit the purpose 
of the Senator from Mississippi equally well, to 
make a question in this form: To strike out the 
words ‘*on Red river, at or near the southwest 


corner of the State of Arkansas,’’ which is the ’ 


proposed commencement of the road, and insert 
** on the Missouri river, not below Independence, 
in Missouri, nor above Kanesville, in lowa.”’ I 
think it would be better to make a question on 
that,and leave the subject of the western branches 
open. 

Mr. ADAMS. That motion does not meet my 
approbation, and of course | could not make it. 
It has reference to the commencement of the road. 
I do not wish by the bill to designate any point, 
either on the Mississippi or Missouririver. I am 
willing to have the terminus on this side located 
either on the Mississippi or Missouri, and leave it 
to the proper authorities to investigate and ascer- 
tain the best route. My proposition, however, 
has no connection with what the Senator from Ohio 
suggests. It has reference to the branches pro- 
vided for in the subsequent portions of the bill; 
and unless the words which I propose to strike out 
of the first section are stricken out, the branches 
follow in the whole bill. 

The amendment was rejected; there being ona 
division—7 ayes, noes not counted. 

The second section was then read, as follows: 

‘Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the right of 


way, two hundred feet wide, throughout the entire length 
of said road and branches, is hereby set apart and appropri 


| ated for the use of said road and branches forever; anda 


quantity of land, equal to the alternate sections, for the 
space of forty miles on each side of said road and branches, 
to wit: the sections which shall be marked and designated 
on the publi¢ surveys of said lands by odd numbers, are 
hereby set apartand appropriated to aid in the construction 
of said road and branches in the manner, and subject to the 
terms, conditions, limitations, and restrictions hereinafter 


| provided.”’ 


Mr. ADAMS. I move to strike out of that 
section the words, ‘* equal to the;’’ that will leave 
the grant to be of ‘alternate sections.”’ It is 
known that when you make a grant ‘ equal to 
the alternate sections”’ in the States where some of 
the land has been sold, it is equivalent to a grant 


| of the entire land, which I hold we have no con- 


| stitutional power to do. 


I am not willing to do it. 
According to the provisions of this bill, if the 
lands are not sold, we givethe ** alternate sections;”’ 
if they are sold, we give a quantity ** equal to the 


| alternate sections.”’ 


| and insert ** twenty.” 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. ADAMS. 


I move to strike out ‘ forty” 
The bill proposes to grant 


| a quantity of land equal to the alteraate sections 
| for the space of forty miles on each side of said 
road and branches.”’ 


Mr. BORLAND. 
Mr. ADAMS. 


That is little enough. 
But you have just refused to 


| strike out ‘* equal to the.’ The lands have been 
Mountains, and running, on the most direct and feasible || 


sold in your State, and it takes every foot of the 
forty miles. The twenty miles is as much as we 
ought to give. 1 see the bill has very great favor, 
and being a compromise man, I compromise my 
own opinion, and propose to strike out ‘‘ forty” 
and insert ‘‘twenty.”’ Where the land is valu- 
able, it is enough to build the railroad. Where 
the country is settled, it is enough to build half a 
dozen. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to state that the honor- 
able Senator is mistaken in regard to this giving. 
forty miles on each side, because this is appro- 
priating for Territories which have not yet been 
surveyed, and the lands have not been disposed 
of in any way by Congress. 

The amendment was rejected, there being on a 
division—ayes 6, noes not counted. 

Mr. CHASE. I donot know whether the Sen- 
ate will acree with me, but I desire to offer an 
amendment to strike out of the first section the 
words ‘‘a point on Red river, at or near the south- 
west corner of the State of Arkansas,’’ which 
fixes the commencement of the road, and insert 
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the words “‘ on the Missouri river, not below Inde- 
— in Missouri, nor above Kanesville, in 
owa, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first sec- 
tion has been passed over, but if there be no ob- 
jection, the amendment will be received. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to state very briefly the 
ground upon which I offer this amendment. I 
agree in the general opinion, which has been ex- 
pressed by Senators, that it is extremely import- 
ant to connect the eastern and western sections of 
the Union. I have not the slightest doubt that a 
road should be built so as to connect the rising 
capital of the new State upon the Pacific with the 
commerce of the East, aflording a pathway over 
which the vast emigration seeking a home upon 
the shores of the Pacific shall find easy access to 
their desired destination. I agree, then, fully in 
the main object sought to be accomplished by this 
bill; and I think the Senator from California [Mr. 
Gwin] is entitled to distinguished praise, for the 
zeal, the energy, and the ability, which he has 
shown in pressing this subject upon the Senate. 

While, Mr. President, I take that view of the 
subject, however, it seems to me quite clear that 
no plan so complicated, and so extensive as this, 
can finally receive the favorable judgmént of this 
body. What is the object which we seek to ac- 
complish? A means of communication between 
the East and West. That is the object. We 
have no other. We seek to favor no section, no 
part of the country above any other part. For 
myself, 1 am perfectly well satisfied, upon an ex- 
amination of the geography of this country, that 
the shortest and best route for a mere freight 
road is from San Diego, in California, to Mata- 
gorda, in Texas; and I should not be atall unwill- 
ing to give to that road, at the proper time, a 
hearty support. But for a road connecting the 
commerce of the East and the West, and especially 
for a road to connect the populations of these two 
extreme portions of our country, it is quite clear 
that it must traverse another route to where it will 
better accommodate existing wants. We have a 
population in Oregon. The day is not remote 
when we shall have a State in Oregon. We al- 
ready havea great, growing, populous, and wealthy 
State south of Oregon. It is to connect Oregon 
and California with the eastern States, that we 
want thisroad. That is the connection which we 
desire now. Pointouttome the shortestroute, the 
cheapest route, and the route which will accom- 
modate the greatest number of people, and that 
route shall have my support, my earnest and per- 
severing support. I would make no objection 
upon the ground that it does not traverse precisely 
that portion of the country which in my judgment 
seems to be best. I would leave that for the dis- 
cretion of the Executive; and I would be willing 
—although the amendment is confined to two 
points—to leave a larger margin than that, if the 
amendment would thereby be made more accept 
able. 

But it seems to me, that in the selection of the 
route, the experience of travelers should be looked 
to. Common-sense men travel by the most prac- 
ticable route. They take the shortest and best 
routes. Of course the routes of greatest travei, 
which people going from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
most usually take, are likely to be the best routes. 

Now, what is the path of your whole overland 
emigration? It leaves some point upon the Mis- 
souri river, never further south and never further 
north than one of the two points which I have in- 
dicated by my amendment. By what route does 
it proceed westward? It goes through the South 
Pass, and there turns southward to San Francis- 
co. This is one great traveled route. Then, 
there is the road to Oregon, branching off west of 
the Pass. That is another great traveled route. 
Now, if we desire a road, and want it made over 
the most practicable route, experience shows us 
where it is. To build the road upon the route 
thus indicated, I am perfectly ready at any time 
to vote either money or land. But I am unwill- 
ing to jeopardize the very object we have in view, 
by connecting it with such a multitude of projects, 
demanding for their execution such vast resources. 
‘This course, it seems to me, would delay indefi- 
nitely the accomplishment of the main purpose. 
We want a road for commerce; we want a road 
for the emigrants; we want to connect the East 
and the West; and to do that let us take, without 
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reference to any consideration outside, the near- 
est, the best, and the most practicable route. - 
Mr. DOWNS. | am sorry that I cannot agree, 
but that, on the contrary, I differ entirely with the 
Senator who has just addressed us. I agree 
with him, however, in the main ~ osition to 
support the route which, under all the circum- 
stances, is the easiest and most practicable. Fis 
principal ground of objection, as | understand, to 
the route proposed in the bill, is that it embraces 
too much. It is therefore proposed to start from 
nnother point, and in that way I suppese it is de- 
signed to get clear of the branches named in this 
bill. Now, Mr. President, if it is necessary, in 
order to the practicability of a route, that it 


should be the shortest one, I think no one will be || 


found which is shorter than that proposed in the 
bill, after striking off the branches. The great 
object is a connection between the waters of the 
Atlantic and the Pacificoceans. If the gentleman 
objects to extending branches when we get within 


striking distance either of the Pacific and Oregon | 
on the west, or of Missouri and Lowa on the east, | 
strike them off; but if his plan be adopted, to | 
start ata point above Independence, and extend | 
it across from that point, without going into any | 


calculation of the difficulties or any estimate of 
the expense, I think that so far from lessening 
the expense and the difficulties of constructing the 
road, it would very much increase them. I am 
not prepared with details which I should desire in 
order to enable me to enter into the argument in 
relation to that point; but there is one prominent 


fact which stares us in the face; which we see in || 
advance when we look upon the map of North | 
America, and that is, that as we go further south, | 


the distance from ocean to ocean diminishes, and 
at the southern point the waters are quite near to- 
gether. If you start from Independence, and run 
a line across, without going minutely into the ca!- 
culation, I venture to assert, from a general view 


of the map, that you will find the distance at least | 
double what it is by the route through New Mex- 
That is a general | 


ico, as proposed in the bill. é 
plain fact, which, in my view, should be sufficient 
to prevent the adoption of the amendment which 
has been proposed by the Senator from Ohio. 


Mr. President, although this amendment has | 
come up unexpectedly, and | am not prepared to | 


present details and statistics on the subject, still 
it is not a new question. As I understand the 
matter, it is a very similar route to, if not identi- 
cal with, the one which has been so long proposed 
by Mr. Whitney for his railroad to the Pacific 
ocean. I havealways thought, and I believe many 
have agreed with me, since the time Mr. Whitney 


proposed it, that it was one of the most absurd | 


and impracticable routes that ever any man cop- 
eeived. My convictions are so clear on this sub- 
ject, that I feel sure that never, certainly not for a 


hundred years, would there bea railroad extended | 


to the Pacific ocean, if we take the extreme north- 
ern route in the latitude which he proposes. There 
are many reasons to prevent the completion of a 
road there, in addition to the increase of distance. 
The difficulties from the climate would be great. 
Why, sir, in that latitude, how great a part of the 
year would your railroad be capable of being used ? 


The severity of the frosts and snows in that win- | 


try climate would present obstructions to the use 
of the road a great portion of the time. I shall, 


perhaps, be told that frosts and snows are no ob- | 
But my opinion is that | 
they do have a very great influence in obstructing | 


struction to railroads. 


the use of railroads. We see now that such is 
the effect every day. We find even in latitudes 
much further south than that where this route 
may be fixed, if the amendment is adopted, even 
on the route between this city and New York, 
within the last few days, the mails have been de- 
layed, and the roads seriously obstructed in conse- 
quence of the snow-drifts. Then, if you go into 
jJatitudes so much further north, and into the ele- 
vated and mountainous regions, so much higher, 
where the snows are in some localities almost per- 
petual, certainly for at least one half the year the 
railroad would be useless. I ask, what great ad- 
vantage would there be in having a railroad in a 
route where it could be kept open only half the 
year, and must be closed by frosts and snows 
during the other half? 

There are other difficulties in the way of the 
northern route. I take it for granted that you can- 
not make or keep up in good repair, a railroad for 
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| posed further north. 
| afford facilities to the northwestern section of the 





so great a distance as this would be—for eight 
hundred and perhaps a thousand miles—in not 
only an unsettled country as that where the north- 
ern route would run, but one that cannot be set- 
tled for many years. Not only is that region cold 
and inhospitable, but a great deal of it is barren; 
and there are other objections to that section of 


country so serious that settlements could not be | 


extended there, even if a railroad were made. I 
would ask gentlemen, how can you build and 


| maintain a railroad, for a distance of a thousand 
miles, through a country not settled, and which 


even a railroad would not settle? 

With regard to the route proposed in the bill, 
we have much more information, and the case 
with regard to the difficulties attending the con- 


| struction of the road would be very different. Al- || 


ready there are constructed, with a few short gaps 
only remaining to be completed, railroads both 
from Memphis and Vicksburg, on the Mississippi, 


| to the Atlantic; and in a few years they will be 


GLOBE. 








imber. 
hout it, 


this side to the other, will be the want of + 
There are large spaces of the country wit 
As a general rule, along the valleys and streams 
we find more timber than elsewhere; but independ. 
ent of that, we have every reason to believe fro . 
the course in which‘that river runs, that the aa 
|| road could be constructed cheaper than anywher 


| else. Besides, I believe settlements are already 
| extended further west at that point than at any 
'| other in the United States. I am not well informe 
| on that’subject. The Senator from Texas jg het. 
|| ter informed than I am, but I understand that ge. 
| tlements are extending rapidly up the valley of 
the Red river. ° 

| Mr. SHIELDS. I will take the liberty of ask. 
_ ing the honorable Senator if he is acquainted with 
the character of the region through which the pas. 
sage is contemplated ?—whether he has any definite 
information as to the character of this pass? 

Mr. DOWNS. The South Pass? 
|, Mr.SHIELDS. Not exactly the South Pass. 


extended from these points to all the — | The pass contemplated through the Sierra Ne. 


southern ports,—not only to Charleston and 
vannah, but to Baltimore and Washington and 
other places. ‘There is already a company at work 


in my own State, with ample means for carrying | 


on the construction of a railroad from New Orleans 


to a point on the Red river above where the road || 
proposed by this bill will lead. 
| company already at work in Louisiana upon | 
another railroad, from a point where this road will | 


There is another 


pass to a point on the Mississippi, opposite Vicks- 
burg. Then, whether this bill passes or not, there 
will be two railroads built by the State of Louisi- 
ana, one touching the Mississippi at New Orleans, 
and the other at Vicksburg, from the point, or 
about the point, where this railroad will start. 
There are projects for railroads in Arkansas, with 
the precise state of the progress of which I am not 


so well acquainted as I am with that of the roads | 


in Louisiana, 

We have a right to assume as a fact, then, about 
which there can be no doubt, that the railroads 
from the Atlantic to the West will extend in the 
course of two or three years to this point on or 
near the Red river, which is some two or three 
hundred miles due west from the line where this 
road will touch the Mississippi at Memphis or 
Vicksburg. 

Now, if you compare the distance from this point 
to the Pacific ocean, | venture to say you will find 
it less by nearly or quite one half than that pro- 
If the gentleman wishes to 


country, nothing is easier than to do it as it is 


| contemplated by this bill; that is, create branches | 


wherever it is necessary to promote the object. 


The object of this bill is not to provide a road for || 


every neighborhood and every section, but to pro- 
vide for the great thoroughfares. We cannot do 
everything at once, and we must do at first what 
is the most necessary. We need, above all, acom- 
munication, and we must have a communication, 
from some point on the Mississippi river, which 
connects with the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico. 


The great object is to get, as soon as possible, the | 
I think that if we | 
attempt to construct a road on the other route so || 


cheapest road from that point. 


far north, we shall jeopardize the whole bill. 


The advantages afforded by the face of the coun- | 
try, the timber, &c., upon the route proposed in 


the bill, are far greater than upon the other route; 


and then, too,the climate would be suchas toallow | 


of the use of the road constantly throughout the 
year. You would haveacountry which is already 
settled to some extent, or which will be settled 
rapidly. It is a striking fact that there is a point 
at what is called the bend, in Red river, at or near 


Fulton, in Arkansas, where the river changes its | 


course, so that the valley of the river runs directly 
west for a distance of four or five hundred miles, 
extending through Texas and towards New Mex- 


_ico; and | am told the country is admirably 


adapted to the construction of a road on or near 
the valley of that river. ' 
We all know that the very fact of the river ex- 


| tending so far, and in so straight a line, and so | 


direct a course, would afford great facilities for the 
construction of a railroad at a great distante, even 
if there was nothing in the valley of the river; 
and we all know, in addition, looking at the val- 


_leys of those rivers, that they would afford greater 


facilities for obtaining timber and water there. 


| The great diffigulty in constructing railroads from 


vada. 
| Mr. DOWNS. As I stated at first, I am not 
repared with the details on this subject, but | 
ave no doubt I could state, from the generaj 
| knowledge I have of the country, that as good, 

and a much better pass could be obtained in tha: 
quarter than in any other. I have not the details 
now, because the question comes on me suddenly, 
The honorable Senator from California, however, 
I presume, could answer the question of the Sen. 
ator. 

There are many other reasons which could be 
/advanced against the proposition which is now 

before the Senate, which 1 think are conclusive 
against it ; but these are a few striking me on the 
first impression. 1 cannot suppose that the hor- 
orable Senator from Ohio introduced this amend- 
ment to excite any sectional feeling on this sub- 
ject. I certainly have no such feeling. If you 
show me a nearer and more practicable route, that 
can be traveled at all seasons of the year, as far 
north as you choose, in the United States, | wi! 
not object to it on that ground ; but I do object to 
taking one which will be much longer, and more 
liable to interruptions. I hope, therefore, the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. BELL. I do not want to say a word, or 
| take up one moment’s time, which does not tend, 
| at least, to lead to some practical result. I submit 
| to the honorable Senator from Ohio, supposing 
that he is right in thinking that the proposition to 
limit the eastern terminus on the Red river is too 
sectional and exclusive, whether his proposition, 
on the other hand, is not equally so? Both are 
rather extreme, if we propose to fix the termi- 
nation of this read ourselves. If one looks illib- 
| eral, and not in conformity to the requirements 
| of emigration, of commerce, of intercourse be- 
|| tween the two great sections of the Union, so 
| does the other seem to be illiberal, and not allow- 
| ing sufficient discretion to those who may have 
| the designation and location of the terminus of 
the road eastward. I put ‘that to him. I think 
upon the settlement of this question before the 
Senate—and I hope that will be after some serious 
reflection—will probably depend the question 
whether we are to have no road at all, or else two 
roads, proceeding pari passu—one from the north- 
west, and one from the southwest. Probably, if 
the Senate adopt his proposition, it will resu't in 
the defeat of the bill. 

With regard to the eastern terminus and the 
western terminus, and the branches, as proposed 
in the bill, I would prefer, as an individual, to see 
that road constructed, if it be practicable and can 
be constructed at a reasonable cost. [ think it 
would answer all the purposes of the Government 
|| for a road, perhaps not so conveniently or so well 
|| for northern and eastern commerce and emigration, 
| but still, upon the whole, it would answer the great 
| requirements of a speedy and facile communica- 
| tion by expediting trade, commerce, and inter- 
communication between the western States and 
Territories and the eastern. But, nevertheless, | 

submit to those who stand in my relation to this 
| question, whether, in the attempt to get one road— 
“and perhaps that is as many as we shall succeed 
in getting at the present Congress, and for any- 
| thing I know, at any future Congress—it wou! 


| not: be well for southern and southwestern ge- 


| 





| the road, to give greater latitude than is presented 


_tlemen, who feel a deep interest in the location of 
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, the bill? I make this suggestion, upon the | 
sgpposition that the Senators who. have assisted 


the compilation of the bill, have authentic and 


Lut 


we. c ° . 
nd the section of country over which the road is 


-established information in regard to this point | 


»roposed to be ran—such a knowledge of the pass | 


‘¢ the Sierra Madre as is satisfactory to them that 
» is one of the best passes. 1 suppose, in draw- 


ing up this bill, those gentlemen had such inform- | 


jon; but would it not be wise and judicious to 
allow a greater latitude than is allowed by the bill, 
- the officers of the Government or the company 


who may construct the road, finally to select it | 


themselves at their discretion, with such limita- 
tions to the exercise of that discretion as we may 
propose? I think we shall have to allow this 
oreater latitude and discretion; and if the pass 
pointed out by this bill in the Sierra Madre be the 
proper pass, and the general route designated by 
the bill be the most judicious; be the one most 
likely to be executed with economy; be the most 
practicable and useful in all respects, may not the 
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but the roads southward, with Charleston, Savan- 


/ nah, New Orleans, and Texas—having in view the 


practicability of making branch roads from these 
various roads to the trunk—then I say it would 
be unnecessary to mention Memphis, because any 
road which had a reasonable degree of reference 
to the facilities of a branch connection both with 
the railroads going westward from the Atlantic 
ports, and also to the southern States on the Gulf 


| of Mexico, and also with the lake line, cannot 
/omit Memphis. 


That is the proposition which I make—that the 
President, with the lights now before him, in con- 
nection with such other lights as he shall think 
necessary with regard to the particular passes, 


|| shall make a selection of the main trunk of the 
road, subject to those limitations with reference to 


friends of this particular route rely with confidence | 
that upon that route, and at or near the neighbor- | 


hood of the termini proposed by the bill, it will 
be finally located? And whether it is or not, Mr. 
President, [ rather think we shall have to run the 
risk of it, or we shall not, during the present Con- 
cress, get any road ataill. 


Now, | propose to the honorable Senator from | 


Ohio, instead of the proposition which he makes, 
to accept the one which I present to him. 
first part of the section reads: 


* That with the view of securing the speedy construction | 


of a railroad and branches connecting the Mississippi river 
with the Pacifie coast, at suitable points, the President of 
the United Siates is hereby authorized’’*— 


the section, and insert the following: 
-with the lights afforded by the several official explora- 


tions and reconnoissances, and others which have been | 


heretofore made, and with the aid of any such further ex- 
uminations and surveys of particular mountain passes or 
sections of country, supposed to present obstructions of a 
serious nature, as he may think proper to be made here- 
after, to designate the termini and general direction of the 
route of a railroad to connect the valley of the Missouri 
vith the State and Territory of the United States on the 


| would_be impossible. 


its cost, cheapness, and dispatch—I mean speed, 
of course—practicability in the first place, and 
then a facile communication with the great north- 
ern and eastern, and with the southern and south- 
western lines of railroads. I do not suppose that 
it would be possible for the President to make such 
a selection as would be perfectly impartial, and give 
equal justice to the northwest or to the south west. 
That is not to be contemplated or expected. It 
Neither the northwest nor 


} ° ° : 
| the southwest ought to expect exact justice, but 
some selection may be made, so far as the forma- | 


tion of the country and the position of the passes 


|| are concerned, which may be found most appro- 


The | 


Pacific coast, keeping in view, in making such designation, | 


economy in cost and distance, easy grades, and at the same || 


time the greatest facilities for braneh roads on or connee- 


tions with Lake Michigan, with St. Louis, with Memphis, | 


| direction. 


with New Orleans, with Matagorda, and with some safe || 


aud commodious harbor on the coast of Oregon. 
What | propose is, that the President shall se- 


lect the route with the lights afforded by official | 


explorations and reconnoissances which have been | 
made, many of them by officers of high character, | 
Topographical Engineers, and others, and pub- | 


lished to the world; and that, in addition to them, 
he shall have special examination made of any 


mountain passes in New Mexico—Walker’s Pass, | 


or any other pass which may be suggested as prac- || t 
| abouta war or difficulty with foreign Powers alone 


ticable and possible in the Sierra Nevada, bound- 
ing the valley the Sacramento or the San Joaquin, 


orany other pass which may deserve further ex- | 


amination, which can be done in a short time. I 


havealso said, thatif there beany particular section | 
of the country over which it may be proposed that | 


the route should go, that he may order a reéxam- | 
I ap- || 


ination, if itis not sufficiently well knowa. 


prehend there will be none such. Any further 


examinations which you may want will be of | 


particular passes that may be contended for as 
the most seasonable, practicable, most convenient 
and advantageous upon the whole. 

Then, after he has got these further lights, before 


he proceeds to the designation of the termini, while | 
he has to keep in view the shortening of the dis- || 


tance as much as possible, and of course the cost 
of the road, and easy grades, which affect dis- 
patch, speed, and economy, in running upon the 


line, he shall have further in view the adaptation | 


of the road for the connection with branches to 


Lake Michigan, which will include the great west- | 


ern line of emigration and the northern line spoken 


of by the Senator from Ohio—that great line of | 
|| be brought into 1855 before you commence the 


commerce, and the great and favorite communica- 
tion with the northeastern States. He will have 


in view a route which will afford a communication | 


with Lake Michigan, and the series of railroads 
running parallel with the lakes through all these 
northern roads. He will have also in view, what 


I need hardly name, the Central road, with the ter- || 


mination at Memphis, in my own State; for if 
due regard is given to the designation of that route, 


not only to connect with the roads northeastern, | 








priate and judicious—which would at the same 
tume afford sufficient facilities for communicating 
by a branch to Oregon on the Pacific coast. I say 
itis not to be supposed that in the selection of 
such a route we can do equal justice to the inter- 


; , || ests and wishes of those sections; but we can ap- 
| propose to strike out the succeeding part of | 


proximate to it. And approximation is all that 
we can expect, because from the formation of the 
country, there are barriers fixed by nature—in- 
superable obstacles which will cause the President 
more or less to throw the road north or south as 
he shall find the obstacles more formidable in either 
I trust that my proposition will be re- 
ceived, and that upon it we shall try the question 
whether we are to have one road or two, because 
[ think I foresee that, unless we do something of 
this kind, we shall at this Congress do nothing. 
By-and-by we shall be forced by dire necessity, 
by the condition of the country, in the midst of 
difficulties, to construct a road, wherever it may 
be, north or south. Yet even with some such 
compress as that put upon us, we shall not be 
likely to do anything unleas there is some latitude 
of selection given to the President or to some 
company under certain limitations. 

Mr. President, the Senate is not full—l am sorry 
for it. We see that this is nota subject which 
has much attraction for any considerable number 
of members of this body. Some great question 


seems to have power to keep Senators in their 
places. I do not speak in reference to what I am 
saying, because | only mean it for the purpose of 
geiting the question in a proper shape; but | wish 
they were present, because their votes would tell 
on one sideor the other. If we do not pass some 
law in relation to this subject at this session, let 
every gentleman remember that the effect will be 
its postponement undoubtedly for two years, and 
you will not get anything in practical operation 


/until the year 1855; for this is a short session. 
| From March until December next, we shall have 


| it will be in the oe 
t 


| 


no Congress in session. Next session will be a 
long one, and you can easily foresee that it will sit 
till September or October in 1854. You can then 
readily perceive that if a measure of this import- 
ance passes at all in the next session of Congress, 
tail of the session in one or 
the other House. will pass, then, in the fall of 
1854, when it will be too late to make any addi- 
tional explorations—too late to send out any com- 
panies, and then have contracts made to move one 
step in the execution of the work. ‘Thus you will 


work. Il mention thig for the purpose of showing 
how important it is that we should do something 
at this session. If we do not, the result will bea 


|| practical postponement of the whole subject for 


two years. 
Mr. CHASE. My amendment was prepared 


| with the same object which the honorable Sena- 


tor from Tennessee (Mr. Bett] has in view; and 
in offering it, 1 was governed very much by the , 


BE. 


| as the Memphis route. 


34% 
considerations suggested by that honorable Sena- 
tor, when this subject was before us upon a pre- 
vious oceasion, and which | thought eminently 
worthy of our attention. I desire to present the 
simple question between a single route and the 
complex system of this bill; and for that purpose, 
1 am quite willing to adopt, in the main, the sug- 
gestions made by the Senator fram Tennessee. It 
perhaps presents in a better form than my origi- 
nal amendment, the precise question which I de- 
sire to submit. ‘The only modification which I 
would make in his amendment, is to avoid speci- 
fying any particular points for the termiaus of the 
route. I think it better if no certain starting point 


| 1s to be named—to leave everything open. 


I wish, however, Mr. President, before I send 
this amendment to the Chair, tosay a wordor two 


| . - - ° ~-* - 
with reference to what fell from my friend from 


Louisiana, [Mr. Downs.] Certainly, I cannot be 
thought to be governed by any sectional motives 
in offering my amendment, since | expressly de- 
clared, but a moment since, that in my judgment, 
and, so far as my information goes, the best practi- 
cable route for a freight railroad, will ultimately be 
found to be from some point on the southern coast 
of Calitornia—probably San Diego—following the 
Gila, crossing the Rio Grande, and terminating at 
Matagorda, in Texas. And I have further said 
that I was perfectly willing, so far as the power 
of this Government can be legitimately exerted for 
that purpose, to appropriate either money or land, 
and that [ would give it as full and as cordial sup- 
port as [ am capable of giving to any measure. 

L wish to say one word further with respect to 


| the practicability of the northern route, as com- 


pared with the southern route, or what is known 
| do not profess to be as 
thoroughly acquainted with this subject as I could 
wish, and yet | have, perhaps, given to it as much 
attention as most of the members of the Senate; 
and the result of my inquiries has fixed in my 
mind the conviction that the shortest and most 
practicable route is through the South Pass. We 
have already madean appropriation for a railroad 
across the State of Missourl, from Hannibal to 
St. Joseph; and availing ourselves of the terminus 
of that railroad, or any point in proximity to it, we 
can save a very considerable distance. 

As to interruption by snows, it must be re- 
membered that the highest latitude to which the 
California road will ascend at the South Pass is 
only a little more than forty-two degrees north, 
as is shown by the map which is lying on our 
tables. The road will run nearly upon the same 
parallel with the Michigan Central railroad, which 
is now doing as much businesses almost any rail- 
road in the country, and is as little liable to be in- 
terrupted by any of the causes which the Senator 
from Louisiana has suggested, as any road in the 
country. Indeed, all interruptions of this charac- 
ter are only temporary, and easily removed. It 
must be remembered, also, that the isothermal 
lines, as they cross the continent westward, tend 
continually to the north. The objection to the 
route, then, on the score of liability to interruption 
by snows, fails; nor is the consideration of dis- 
tance at all against the northern route. The dis- 
tance by the South Pass will be found, I appre- 
hend, to be less than by any other route suggested 
to the western border of the existing States. 1 
will consent, however, to leave the selection of the 
route, and the determination of the points to be 
connected, to the Executive, if such shall seem to 
be the wish of the Senate—though I think it much 
better, if it can be done, to settle these matters 
here. 

1 will add but a word, and I should like to hear 
the views of the Senator from California upon the 
point to which I shall refer. ‘The most recent ex- 
ploration of the route proposed by the bill before 
us, is that of Captain Sitgreaves. His account 
is the only reliable one, so far as I know. I 
believe it has not been printed, but if [ am not 
very much mistaken, his report will show that 
that route is entirely impracticable. Ido not pro- 
pose, however, to go into this matter at this time. 
lam very willing the question should be taken 
upon the amendment as modified agreeably to the 
suggestion of the Senator from Tennessee. That 
will be a test question between those who are 
friendly to a single road and those who prefer the 
system provided for by the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. In regard to the latter remark of 
the Senator from Ohio, I desire to say that I have 











a letter from Mr. Kern, who accompanied Captain 
Sitgreaves, in which he points out the various 
passes on this route, and says that they are not 
only practicable, but that this route 1s the only 
practicable route to the Pacific ocean. | am pre- 
pared to show the fact, that this is the best route 
throuch the mountain passes of the Sierra Madre— 
through the Rocky Mountains. There is really 
no chain of mountains at the point where I pro- 
rose to cross the Rio Grande. The range of the 
Rocky Mountains sinks there. Itis mountainous, 
but it has no name of a mountain, and it is the 
best point to go across. But in regard to the iso- 
thermal lines extending northward as you go west- 
ward, | say there is no place north of that where 
we can make a road. There we know we can 
make it. We know that we can get throuch the | 
Sierra Nevada at Walker’s Pass, which is only at 
a latitude of about thirty-five degrees. We do 
not know any pass north of that through which 
wecan go. ‘The object of the bill is to get through 
that pass. 

Mr. President, I have no local partiality at all 
m regard to this matter. If we could get a road 
to run nearer to the center of California, it would 
suit me, and it would suit my constituents better. 
I seek a practicable route. The Senator from Illi- 
nois (Mr. Suievps] asked the Senator from Loui- 
Siana, a short timeago, whether it was ascertained 
that this was a practicable route? It has been 
ascertained. [am prepared to show that one of 
the most celebrated trappers on the Pacific coast 
(Mr. Walker) has passed five times over this 
route, and he says it is the best route between the 
Rio Grande and the Pacific. He would never go 
over any but the best route. That is the best evi- 
dence that it is practicable. There is no doubt 
about the route being practicable. I have ex- 
amined the question certainly with all the attention 
which I could bring to bear on any one question, | 
and I am convinced that the plan which I have 
presented to the Senate is thebest. I shall, how- | 
ever, leave it to the Senate to decide. 1 shall not 
interfere in regard to this question. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I take it for granted that the 
main object is to get one road on the most practi- 
cable route, without reference to any sectional ad- 
vantages. My impression is, from the consider- 
ation | have been able to give this subject, that if 
we can get one route which is practicable, any- 
where, we should be very thankful. That is my 
opinion. The Senator from California knows as- 
well as any other gentleman here, that the practi- 
cability of a route does not depend so much upon 
its latitude, as upon the character of the country, 
and upon the degree of elevation which it has. 
He is aware of that fact. We might get a good 
pass through the mountains in latitude 42° north, 
and fail to get one down even as low as Texas. 
The practicability of the route would depend on 
the character of the country generally, over which 
it is to pass, as well as upon the feasibility of get- 
ting through the mountains. I confess that, for 
my own part, I have seen no exploration, no re- 
connoissance, [I have obtained no information, 
which would enable me, if I were a capitalist, to 
decide upon advancing capital upon any particular 
route. The honorable Senator from Ohio is right, 
so far as | have examined the subject, in relation 
to the pass. The information we have received, | 
although not sufficient to enable us to fix the loca- | 
tion of the route, is sufficient to show that we may | 
get through the mountains. But on the western 
side of these mountains, as is commonly the case 
throughout that region of country, the formation is 
entirely volcanic, and the practicability of passing 
from the Sierra Nevada onward in the direction 
pointed out upon this map, I conceive would be 
utterly hopeless. I say, therefore, that, though | 
we might get a pass through the mountains, we 
could not continue the road, on account of the 
impracticability of getting through that volcanic | 
country. As to the South Pass, I am not quite | 
clear; | do not know that a road can ever be made 
to pass through there. But I think it is a more | 

racticable region than the one proposed by the | 
Senator from California. At the same time, my | 
impression is, from all the investigation which | 
I have given to the subject, that we must go still | 
further south. 

But I desire that some latitude may be left to | 
further explorations—to further reconnoissances. | 
I concur with the honorable Senator from Tennes- 
see, in leaving the selection open, and allowing | 
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the President—and I think we ought all to concur 
upon that—to select the most practicable route 
wherever it can be found. We should leave him 
the largest latitude to accomplish the object. No 
route can be established without further explora- 
tion and reconnoissances. No route ought to be 
established, or attempted to be established, until 
they are made. The first duty of the President 
should be to send able engineers and ascertain the 
most practicable route. I shall, therefore, vote 
for the proposition of the honorable Senator from 
‘Tennessee, although I think he has designated too 
many points, leaving it to further explorations and 
further reconnoissances to determine which is the 
most practicable route. | certainly regard the 
routes now laid down as compelling and forcing 
us to pass through this volcanic region of the 
country. 

Mr. GWIN. It is not designated in the bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. lam aware it is not desig- 
nated in the bill, but the selection of the branches 
would make italmost compulsory to run through 
that region of country. I would say that the best 
course to pursue, to unite the Atlantic with the 
Pacific, is to leave the President to select, between 
the two oceans, the most practicable route, and 
then make the road upon that route. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will detain the Senate but a 
very few minutes. I beg leave, however, before 
the vote is taken upon the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from ‘Tennessee, to call his attention to Vicks- 
burg, asa point to be named, if other points are to 
be mentioned. I acknowledge that | agree with 
the Senator from Illinois, that | greatly prefer hav- 
ing no point named. 

Mr. BELL. | agree to name no point at all. 

Mr. ADAMS. Very well; that supersedes, 
then, the necessity of giving expression to some of 
the remarks which | intended to make. I will 
say, however, that I do not wish to be understood 
as opposed to this project, though I have offered 
some amendments which have been rejected. At 
the same time, I will say that I do look upon the 
project, as it is now presented for our considera- 
tion, as chimerical, and as not practicable at all in 
the present state ofthe settlement of the country. 
| would be willing, however, and even glad, to see 
alternate sections of land by which you willimprove 
the value of the lands reserved to the United States, 


equal to the grant given to the States of Arkansas, | 


Missouri, Louisiana, and California, for the pur- 
pose of building railroads having reference to the 
ultimate connection of the Atlantic and Pacific, by 
railroad communication. But I do not desire to 
see this Government embark again in an enterprise 
for the construction of a great national highway. 
It was only the other day that we disposed of the 
last interest the Government had in the Cumber- 
land road, in the State of Ohio. Yet, here we have 
a member of the Democratic party of the country 


coming forward renewing, only in a somewhat | 


different form, the old exploded project of the 
Federal Government going into the building of 
roads, under the pretext of using them to carry 
the mails. Is there any man here who does not 
know that commerce is the greatobject to be aided 
by this bill, and that the carrying of the mails is 
only incidental? While we profess to have a Dem- 


ocratic majority here, it is proposed to go into the | 


Territories, and appropriate the public lands, and 
retain to Congress, as this bill proposes, the con- 
trol of the tolls and everything else connected 
with this road. It is proposed, and that, too, by 
a Democrat, that the Federal Government shall go 
into the most magnificent scheme of internal im- 
provements that has ever been presented to the 
consideration of this, or any other people. 

I believe that it is utterly impracticable to con- 
struct a railroad for thousands of miles over ter- 
ritory a large portion of which now is, and must 
be for years, wholly unsettled, passing over des- 
erts, for hundreds of miles without timber, water, 
or human beings; and particularly when it is pro- 
posed that it shall be done with public lands, un- 
salable, unsurveyed, and to whieh the Indian 
title has not been extinguished. And this is to 
be done by a Democratic Senate! If the Senate 
are prepared for it, let it be done. I am willing 
to contribute, as far as I can, with my views of 
the powers of this Government, in conformity 
with the principles of the strict construction of 
the Constitution, towards it ; but further I am not 
willing to go. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris 
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| forded by the several official explorations and re 


| and general direction of the route of a railroad con 
| the valley of the Mississippi with the State of C 


|| ity, economy in cost and distance, easy grades, ; 
| Same time the greatest facilities for connection with 
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in the chair.) DoT understand the Senator from 
Ohio to modify his amendment, as suggested |, 
the Senator from Tennessee ? : y 

Mr. CHASE. [ do not know, until I have ay 
opportunity of examining the modificatio 2 
posed, whether I shall agree to it or not. 

Mr. BELL. This is the amendment which | 
wish to suggest, but it has not as yet been defin 
itely agreed upon : 


** That the President be authorized, with the lig 


n pro- 


hts af. 


: a connois. 
sances and others, which have been heretofore made, and 


with the aid of such further examination and surveys of 
particular mountain passes, or sections of country su 

posed to present obstructions of a serious nature, as he on 
think proper to be made hereafter, to designate the termiat 


hecting 
apes / : } 2 alitornia: 
keeping in view, in making such designation, practicabi), 
and at the 
the 
na, 


arbor 


Atlantie and Gulf railroads, now completed, or in progre 
or projected, and with some safe and commodious ) 
on the coast of Oregon.”’ 


Mr.GWIN. Ido not intend, Mr. President. 


| to go into any partisan discussion on this question: 


| but inasmuch as the Senator from Mississippi has 


madean attempt to rally a Democratic phalanx on 
this great national question, I am not disposed to 
let him take that platform; more especially as he 
himself holds his seat on this floor by Whiz votes. 
He is no representative here of the Democracy, 
so far as his election isconcerned. He was elected 
by Whigs, and therefore he has nd right to preach 
to the Senate of the United States with regard to 


| Democracy. He is here on another issue entirely, 


I know that it is necessary for him to say a great 


| deal about Democracy in order to get himself into 


| racy. 


a right position at home; and I am willing that he 
shal! Buncombize as much as he pleases on that 
subject; but let him not rally a party here on this 
great national question on the ground of Democ- 
I can well appreciate the necessity of that 
gentleman speaking very loud in favor of Democ- 
racy. I know it is important to him; but at the 
same time, I must enter my protest against his 


| attempt to rally a party on the great basis of the 





i 


Democratic creed, against this measure. The 
Senator’s appeal may go for what it is worth in 
Mississippi, but let him not set himself up as an 
expounder of Democracy for the whole Union, 

He talked about this measure as if it were a 
great consolidation measure. Why, it has had « 
most careful regard for State rights. It has not 
infringed on any of the rights of the States. It 
gives entire power to the States over the construc- 
tion of the road within their limits. 

Mr. BELL. I expect we shall find, when we 
come to examine it, that it goes almost too far in 
that direction. 

Mr. GWIN. It wasintended to give the States 
full and ample power and control over the ques- 
tion. As to the constitutional objections, | am 
prepared to meet them, if they come up; but I do 
not think they can come from any member of the 
body, except the Senator from Mississippi. I do 
not think it possible to bring them in a form to 
make them formidable. 

As to the practicability of the enterprise, that is 
a question on which the Senator’s opinion, I sup- 
pose, will have its proper weight with the body. 
There have been a great many men over the route 
indicated in my bill, who think it practicable. If 
the majority of the Senate agree with the Senator 


| from Mississippi, that this is a visionary scheme, 


they will not vote for the bill; but I think it is not 
only a practicable, but a very feasible plan; and I 


| believe that if this bill, or some similar one, passes, 


we shall have a road in five years. That is my 
judgment, and I have thought a good deal on the 
subject. The Senator from Illinois spoke about 
the road not being practicable—about no one hav- 
ing passed over it. Why, in that he is entirely 
mistaken. I presented evidence to the Senate the 
other day on that subject, and I am sorry that the 
Senator from I}linois has not examined the letter 
of Mr. Kern, which I presented the other day, 
and which was published in the report of our pro- 
ceedings, showing that a number of officers of the 


| Army had examined this very route—that officers 


of the Topographical Corps had examined it, and 
found it to be practicable. Letters have been pub- 
lished from them, stating that those passes are en- 
tirely passable. As to the volcanic character of 
the country, the Senator has that only from rumor. 
There is no certainty about it. ~ There is, how- 
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\ have designated in the bill is not only practicable, 


but that it has been frequently traveled and ex- 
! 
a ADAMS. Mr. President, the Senator 
fom California, [Mr. Gwin,] has thought oes 
to bring before the Senate the manner in which I 
was elected to a seat in this body, and says I 
was elected by Whigs. Sir, it has never been my 
habit to bring before the country, questions per- 
sonal to myself; but as that Senator has thus 
arraigned me, it is due to those who voted for me, 
as well as myself, to explain briefly the circum- 
stances of my election. I was elected by the 
united vote of the Union Democrats and 


higs, . 


except one vote—but the Whigs were not deceived | 
xce} ; 


in my political opinions. When the two Houses 
met toelect a Senator, a discussion arose in which 
diferent distinguished Whigs stated that they 
knew me to be a Democrat, and voted for me as 
such—and gave as a reason why they did so, 
that I had acted in the recent contest with the 
Union ey: Sir, I did receive Whig votes, and 
I am proud of it; they trusted me knowing me 
to be a strict constructionist; but they knew where 
to find me and confided in me, and so long as I 
can do so, I will defend their rights by protecting 
the Constitution from infractions, let the attack 
come from what quarter it may. 

But, sir, I do not see what my election has to do 
with this question, and why that Senator has ar- 
raved it before the Senate. Iam ata loss to know. 
I had said nothing about him personally; I never 
do. When a Senator is elected, it is a matter 
between him and the people he represents, and 
I should never refer to it. I will not attempt a 
retort. If that gentleman had been elected by a 
body without the United States, 1 should have 
said nothing about it, it being sufficient for my 
purposes that he has a certificate of election. 
The Senator says I have no right to lecture the 
Democracy. Sir, I claim no such right, nor have 
| impugned any Senator’s motives; | trust I shall 


ever have too much respect for this body and its || 


' 
{ 


rules to do so; but, when I see measures of doubt- | 


ful constitutional authority about to be passed, I 
will enter my protest, regardless of the advocates 
of the measure, whether Whig or Democratic. 

As to the charge, that Iam oe to make Dem- 
ocratic capital in Mississippi, | will neither retort 
nor reply. I will only say, those who know me 
will believe me when I assert that I have too high 
an opinion of the intelligence of those I represent, 
to suppose for a moment, that I could meet their 
approbation by any other than the consistency of 
my votes, with the principles I profess. 

Mr. DAVIS. e have fallen into a perplexity 
which was easily to have been foreseen. The mo- 


ment you come to discuss a particular route, and | 


to fix the terminus of the road at any particular 
point, you will find that members of the Senate 
will have differences of opinion about it; and if you 
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er,no doubt, in my opinion, that the route which || 


undertaking, under any circumstances, to build 


| something like two thousand miles of railroad— 
| the precise distance i am not able to state. 


The next proposition which presents itself is, 
how are you‘to locate this road, and how are the 
public to have assurance that it is to be done in 
the best, most convenient, and most economical 


| spot? That is a question not quite easy of solu- 
| tion, but I can see some ways in which it can be 


| have a great interest in it. 


accomplished. I can perceive that, if a company 
undertake this, they have a great interest in the 
question, and [ can see that the United States 
I could point out a 


by which these two interests could be com- 
) 


ined to locate the way, and to establish it. I 
think you will find yourselves obliged, before you 
get through with this subject, to consider both of 


_ these interests in locating the way. 


If you can get over that difficulty, if you can 
put down a road—which is not an easy matter, 
for you have to settle the questions which are 
raised here—the practicability of it is to be deter- 


| mined; and I hope my friend from California will 


take no offense when I say to him this is not en- 
tirely an easy thing, though | doubt not a prac- 
ticable way will be found; and let me say to him, 


| ifhis way is the best way, as he states to the Sen- 


ate, ifit is the great feasible way, it will be adopted, 
for examination will show the propriety of taking 


| that route. But I apprehend that these mountains 


may be passed at various places, and in various 


| ways; but this cannot be determined without great 
| examination, great consideration, and great re- 


flection. It must be done with great care, and 
after a very particular and detailed examination 
of the geographical features of the country. 
When you shall have overcome all these diffi- 
culties, what nextis tocome? Then will come 
the question of the means to be used to accomplish 
this great object. The money and the sum of 
money which is necessary to accomplish an enter- 
prise of this sort, are neither few in numbers, nor 
small in magnitude. We look mainly and prin- 
ot to the public lands as a fund to accomplish 
this object. If it can be done by any appropriate 
means within the reach of the Government, I, for 


| one, am quite prepared to adopt suitable and prop- 


er measures to establish a highway between the 
two oceans. That is all | hope to get for the 


| present. Time probably will lead to others. That 


highway, I desire should begin at the best point, 
pass upon the best route, and terminate at the best 
place; and that question, as | have already sug- 


| gested, I would leave open to future inquiry; and 


there is no occasion for trammeling anybody in 


| reference to it. 


seek harmony of opinion, you have got to come || 


back to the consideration of the err beige I raised 
the other day—you must come back to the location 
of a single trunk of a single road; and you must 
not only separate yourselves from this magnificent 
scheme of branch roads, but you must separate 
yourselves,as far as you can, from the perplexity 
growing out of different opinions here, in regard 
to the rights of the States. If you can reduce it 
to a single proposition, whether you will or will 


| thing is to be accomplished, except by a powerful || 


not have a road passing through the Territories of | 


the United States, I think you can find something 
like harmony of opinion here; that is, if you limit 
yourselves to one trunk, as a main road, from 
which branches are hereafter undoubtedly to di- 
verze, 

How are you to accomplish that? In the first 
place, what occasion is there for any limitation 
whatever? Why should you embarrass your- 
selves with naming any points whatever? hy 
should not that matter be left open and free for the 
investigation of those who locate the road, leaving 
them to commence on the east, at such point out- 
side the States as they may deem best adapted to 
commence a great highway upon which the transit 


of merchandise and passengers shall be found | 
most facile, and best adapted to the purposes of || 


business? If you commence at a point of that 
description, and go westward till you come to 
the line of the State of California, it will be an 


the country, and of everybody in it. It is an 


The road cannot be built with land; because the 
lands must first be converted into money; and the 
great inquiry here is, How are you to accomplish 
it? When are you to bring it about? You can- 
not immediately reduce these lands to cash, and 
go on with the operations of business. The sale 
of the lands will be a slow process, and will in a 
great measure depend for its success upon the very 
construction of the road itself. But how are you 
to bring it about? I confess—and I throw it out 
merely as an idea—that I do not see well how this 


effort of a strong joint stock company. Instead of 
giving the power to Mr. Asa Whitney, or A B, 
or C D, you will be constrained, from the posi- 
tion of things, to place it in the hands of a joint 
stock company—a company that can subscribe 


| shares, that can raise money wherever it is to be 
| found to carry on this enterprise, and do it also 


| to raise money by su 


by the help of lands, and with the future hope and 
expectation of converting those lands into money. 
1 hope somebody will see a more feasible 


| scheme than this; but | confess that, at present, 


I see none that strikes me as half so plausible as 
thata joint stock oumeny should be authorized 
»scription, to carry on this 
work in the usual and ordinary manner, being 
aided by the public lands, and to some extent un- 
der the control of the Government; for the inter- 
est which the Government will put into this road 
should authorize the Government to retain some 
control in the direction and execution of the 
work. 
Now, when I come to vote upon the amend- 
ment proposed by my friend from Ohio, | wish, 


' asl said the other day, to leave it entirely an 
undertaking sufficient to satisfy the ambition of | 


open he road 
I wish it left open, that 


uestion as to where the road shall begin | 
| and where it shall end. 
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| the best place may be selected. I know that the 


moment we come to inquire where we shall begin, 
there will be a struggle in regard to different places 
which want advantages for themselves. 

I want the place best adapted to the commerce 
of the country—-to the great intercommunication 
which will be opened between the two oceans, and 
I confess that I have no predilection for any place 
whatever. I have no desire that the road should 
begin at one spot more than at another, so that I 
can attain the object which I have in view; and 
= mind is alike open as to the terminus at the 
other end, and am quite willing that the road should 
reach the western side of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains at any one point, it is immaterial to 
me where, so that it answers the great object in 
view. 

I hope, then, that those gentlemen who have 
this matter in charge, will leave the question of 
location entirely open and free to those who are 
to do the work, to do it in the best way, and to 
select the best place. 

Mr. CHASE. As the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment has arrived, and as time is necessary in or- 
der to afford an opportunity for the preparation of 
an amendment to meet the views of those Sena- 

| tors who are in favor of a single road, [ move 
| that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 19, 1853. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rey. C. M. Butier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
[A message was here received from the Senate, 
| by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that that body had 
passed bills of the following titles, viz: 

H.R. No. 202. An act for the relief of the 
widow and orphan children of Colonel William R. 
McKee, late of Lexington, Kentucky. 

H. R. No. 343. An act to erect, at the capital 
of the nation, an equestrian statue of Washing- 
ton. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise tomakea 
correction of the Journal, and therefore to a priv- 
ileged question. As the Journal stands, it would 
appear that | appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, on yesterday, on the ground that the Chair 
held that it was not competent for less than a 


Prayer 


|| quorum to proceed to business. That was not 


| my point of order, and it was not upon that point 
| [took an appeal. I appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, that less than a quorum could not order 
| a vote to be taken by yeas and nays, and ascer- 
| tain in that way, among others, whether or nota 
quorum was present. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair certainly made 
| the decision on the ground that it was not com- 
petent for the House to pass a bill without a quo- 
/rum being —— and that, as the ordering of 
the yeas and nays was a part and parcel of the 
business to be done in the passage of a bill, that 
it followed the yeas and nays could not be ordered 
when there was less than a quorum of the House 
resent. 

Mr. STEPHENS. But that was not the point 
on which I appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. It was solely on the ground that one fifth 
of less than a quorum had a right to order the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again report 
that portion of the Journal proposed to be amended. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I barely wish this state- 
ment of the point I made to go in the proceedings 
of the House. 

BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will, then, state 
the business now first in order. During the morn- 
ing hour yesterday, a es was made from the 
| Committee on Ways and Means, of a bill to es- 
| tablish a branch Mint of the United States in 

the city of New York. The bill having been read 
a first time for information, objection was made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuanp- 
LER] to its second reading. The House very soon 
thereafter, and before any action was taken on the 

uestion, ‘‘ Shall the bill be rejected?”’ passed from 
the morning hour. The question then arose, the 


| final decision of which was postponed until this 


we. 
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morning, whether that bill went to the table or 


came up this morning as the first business in order | 


during the morning hour. ti 

The Chair has carefully looked to the rules of this 
House, and the parliamentary law, but has found 
no rule controlling this question. Itis clear, how- 
ever, that if the bill goes to the table, the rules 
have made no provision whatever for its class and 
condition there. The motion to reject seems to 
contemplate that the bill shall receive no action on 
the part of the House, either in commitment, or 
jts further consideration. The Chairis of opinion, 
as the rules have made no provision whatever, 
except that it is made the duty of the Speaker to 
put the question to the House, ‘* Shall the bill be 
rejected ?’’ and inasmuchas the House passed from 
the morning hour before that question was dis- 
posed of, it is now the first business in order, and 
the House may dispose of it as they deem proper. 
The Chair further decides that the question of 
rejection is debatable, and thatthe gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a point of order, and 
that it may be understood, I ask the reading of 
the 116th rule. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 


“ The first reading of a bill shall be for information; and, 
if opposition be made to it, the question shal! be, ‘Shall 
this bill be rejected 2? 


question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to its second 
reading, without a question.’’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 
have the note to that rule also read. 

Mr. BROOKS. The point of order I make is 
this: As a member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, I reported on yesterday a bill to establish 
a branch Mint of the United States in the city of 
New York, by its instruction, and sent that bill 
to the Speaker that it might, in accordance with 
the rules, be read a first time for information. I 
only parted with the bill to have it read for inform- 
ation. I did not yield the floor, but claimed the 
right to state what the contenis of the bill were, 
and to make any further remarks I might deem 
necessary for explanation. Unless that privilege 
be extended to members reporting bills from com- 
mittees, it will be impossible for the House to 
know the character of bills reported, and the ques- 
tion will arise? ** Shall the bill be rejected ?’’ with- 
out discussion, and without comprehension of its 
contents by the House. I therefore make the 
point of order, that the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Cuanpier] could not take the floor 
from me to make objection and bring up the ques- 


stated what the bill was. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman will remem- 
ber that he was not occupying the floor at the mo- 
ment. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania could 
not obtain the floor, except for the purpose of 
making this precise motion; and if he had the 
right, as he certainly has, under the rules of the 
THiouse, to submit the motion, the Chair thinks that 
he would be entitled to the floor to be heard on it. 


While the gentleman would be entitled to the floor | 
on his bill, the gentleman from Pennsylvania would | 


be entitled to be heard on his motion. 

Mr. BROOKS. I shall abide by the decision 
of the Chair, but desire that he may correctly un- 
derstand the facts; and I have only taken the ap- 
peal that I have, in the hope that the Chair would, 
after further consideration of the facts, change his 
decision. I beg leave to state, that in point of 
fact, | did not yield the floor, but continued on my 
feet during the reading of the bill. If L had chosen 
to make an exposition of the bill without sending 
it to the Clerk’s desk, there is no doubt I was in 
possession of the floor to do so. The decision of 
the Chair is perfectly right upon the understand- 
ing that 1 a yielded the floor; but if the Chair 
had given me hisattention, he would have observed 
that | remained standing in my place whilst the 
Clerk was reading the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, according to the construction of the gen- 
tleman, could not obtain the floor, under the rule, 
to submit this motion. 

Mr. BROOKS. He has the right, for itisa 
privileged motion, but nottill after I have yielded 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania having made his proposition, has the 
right to be heard in its behalf. 


Mr, BROOKS. 


If no opposition be made, or if the } 
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Chair, though I think that I have been improperly 
deprived of my opportunity, asthe member of the 
committee reporting the bill, to set forth what were 
its contents. I desire, however, before taking my 
seat, to call the attention of the Chair to the dan- 
ger of this precedent. [fit be adopted, any indi- 
vidual reporting a bill from any committee of the 
House is liable to have the floor taken from him, 
and the question put, Shall the bill be rejected ? 
without a statement of its provisions to the Hoties. 

The SPEAKER. The right of the gentleman 


to be heard in behalf of his billis very clear. He | 
did not contemplate to be heard until the bill was | 
read a second time; and when the bill has been 


read a second time, he will be entitled to the floor 
by the courtesy of the House. 


man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CHanp_er,] under 
an express rule of the House, having a right to 


move the rejection of the bill, would be entitled || reading of a bill is by its title. 


to the floor to give his reasons for that extraordi- | 


nary motion. 


Mr. BROOKS. I will withdraw my appeal, 
remarking that the House is now called upon to 


vote on the rejection of a bill which has not been 
read, except informally. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If it be in order, [ will 
submit that that difficulty was obviated by a dis- 
tribution of printed bills among members. They 
are now informed as fully of the contents of this 
bill as they could be by any remarks of the gen- 
tleman from New York, who reported it. Cer- 
tainly, during the time I have been a member, I 
have never seen such a plentiful distribution. 

Mr. HART. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I was struck by that cir- 


cumstance, and feltit my duty to make the remarks | 
| | have, so that they may go to my constituents. 


[Cries of ** Order!” ‘* Order!’’] 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. With the per- 


mission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I 
will ask the unanimous consent of the House for 


leave to withdraw from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims the petition and papers of the trus- | 
tees of the Monticello Academy, in the State of | 


Mississippi, that ey may be referred to the 
Commitee on Public Lands. 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. | 


On motion by Mr. KUHNS, by unanimous 


| consent, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal of the 
petition and papers in the ease of Mrs. Elizabeth Drum, 
widow of Captain Drum, late a captain in the United States 
Ariny, that they may be referred to one of the Executive 


» ° ‘ a . | Depar nts. 
tion, ** Shall the bill be rejected?’’ before I had ra 


Mr. ALLISON. The House were progressing 


subject was arrested. 
now. 

The SPEAKER. That is the order now, and 
the bill will be read by the Clerk. 

The reading of the bill was then finished. 

Mr. BROOKS, 
begin? 

The SPEAKER. 
utes after twelve. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The decision of the Chair 
yesterday was, if [ understood him, or the opinion 
of the Chair, if it was not meantas a dictum, was, 
that the motion that the bill be rejected, and the 
objection made to the second reading was not de- 
batable. I therefore came into the House this 
morning with a view of meeting some objections 
which the gentleman from New York made. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Iam compelled to make 
the point of order I made on yesterday, that the 
motion to reject is not debatabie. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
debatable, from the very nature of the proposition. 

Mr. SWEETSER. From that decision I take 
an appeal, 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
upon the table, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
whether there is a motion to reject the bill? The 


I suppose that is the order 


It commenced sixteen min- 


I move to lay the appeal 


rule says, if there is opposition to the first reading, | 


the question shall be, ‘* Shall the bill be rejected ?” 
The SPEAKER. That is a question which 


| the Chair decides is debatable, whether the bill 


shall be rejected or not. 
Mr. STUART. I ask the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania [Mr. Frorence] to withdfaw his | 
| motion to lay the appeal upon the table, for [ think 
I yield to the decision of the || this may become a pretty important question. 


é 3ut it is very | 
clear, in the opinion of the Chair, that the gentle- || 





| gle objection. 


When does the morning hour || 





| turn to the debates of this body, 





Mr. FLORENCE. I have no objection, ig i, 
involves an important point necessary to be dis. 
cussed. 

Mr. STUART. There are several rules of this 
House which seem to me to concur in showino 
that this cannot be a debatable question. [t j, 
_a question which arises without any motion, as 

the Chair will observe. A gentleman rises in his 
lace, and objects to a second reading of the bjj| 
The rules then say, that the question shall be put, 
‘‘ Shall this bill be rejected?’ The member rising 
cannot submit a motion at all, but simply submits 
an objection. The Chair, under the rules, ig jp- 
structed to state the question. Now, by another 
question and by a peemarery rule, every gen- 
tleman has the right to have a proposition read 


once in full, before he is called to vote upon it, 


|| and this objection stands in the teeth of it that you 


| shall not have that proposition read. The firs; 
The objection js 
to the reading, and the House are called upon to 
vote against the bill—that is, to vote whether they 
will reject it or not, without having it read at aj). 
Now, sir, where does the gentleman get the right? 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires that the 
bill should be read for information. 

Mr. STUART. It declares that it shall be read 
for information. So the rule does not contemplate 
the cutting off the reading of the bill. Is not the 
first reading of the bill always by its title? 

The SPEAKER. It may not be by its title. 
This rule requires that the bill shall be read for in- 
formation, and not the title. 

Mr. STUART. I yield that point, but hold 
that it does not alter my proposition. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cuanper} has 
submitted no motion, and he cannot submit any 
under the rules. He can only object to the second 
reading of the bill; and the Speaker, then, under 
the rules, states the question, ‘‘ Shall the bill be 
rejected ?”’ 

Now, to make this proposition consistent with 
the decision of the Chair, as already made, and 
which undoubtedly has been made correctly, how 
can thegentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cnanp- 
| LER] deprive the gentlernan from New York [Mr. 
| Brooxs} of the floor? He, for all purposes, 
except the purpose of this objection, holds the 
floor, and has the right to report his bill, have it 
read, and being read, he then has the right to ask 
that it be referred, or read a third time and put on 
its passage. He holds the floor against every 
other member, except for the purpose of this sin- 

If the gentleman could rise and 
' make a motion that the bill be rejected—if that 





) ' '| right were prescribed under our rules—there might 
with the reading of the bill yesterday when the | 


| be some propriety in saying that he could discuss 
| it; but for no such purpose can he take the floor 
| from the gentleman from New York. The Chair 
| has decided correctly that the gentleman must 
| have the right to the floor to make this objection, 
| or else the right to make it never could be exer- 

cised; but when he makes that objection, he should 
_take his seat. The question must be stated by 
the Chair, ‘* Shall the bill be rejected?’ and voted 
upon; and if not rejected, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Brooks] is instantly entitled to the 
floor to have the bill read a second time, to move 
its reference, or to submit whatever motion he 
may have been instructed by the committee to sub- 
| mit in regard to it. I will not detain the House 
any further. I only desired to call the attention 
of the Chair to the points I have stated. 

TheSPEAKER. TheChair will again read the 
116th rule: 

‘‘ The first reading of a bill shall be forinformation; and, 
if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, * Shall 
| this bill be rejected?’ If no opposition be made, or if the 

question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to its sec- 
| ond reading without a question.”’ 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania makes oppo- 
sition, and is now in the very act of making op- 
position. The question involved is certainly one 
of as high order and dignity as could be a debate 
upon the final passage of the bill, for it involves 
the fate of the bill quite as much as if the question 
were upon its passage. If the gentleman will 

t think he will 
find that some of the longest debates we have had 
here upon any given proposition, have been upon 
yropositions to reject bills upon their first reading. 

hat is the recollection of the Chair. The prac- 





_ tice of the House, as well as reason, are in favor 
of the decision. By reference to the Journals ot 
the last Congress, I find the following: 
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«‘ The bill of the Senate No. 307, entitled ‘ An act pro- 
‘posing to the State of Texas the establishment of her 

: sry and western boundaries ; the relinquishment by 
ean State of all territory claimed by ber exterior to 

aid boundaries, and of all her claims upon the United 
< States,’ was read a first time. 

: Mr. [NGE made opposition to the same. 

«: And the question being, ‘ Shall this bill be rejected ?? 

‘ After debate, ; ; : 

«Mr. McCLeERNAND moved the previous question ; which 
“ as seconded, and the maia question ordered and put, viz: 

« Shall this bill be rejected??? &c. 

Mr. STUART. That was in the case ofa Sen- 
ate bill. 1 willask the Chair if the Journal shows 
whether it was taken from the Speaker’s table, or 
reported back by the committee? 

The SPEAKER. It was taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, and opposition was made in that case 
as in this at precisely the same point of time. 

Mr. STUART. Was the question raised wheth- 
er it was debatable or not? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know. 
Debate has been had. I only pointed to that as 
ene case. The Chair thinks that there are nu- 
merous cases. 

Mr. STUART. My impression is this: that | 
the parliamentary law and courtesy is that a bill 
shall receive two successive readings, as a matter 
of course, unless it be so objectionable in itself that 
the House chooses to dispose of it without debate 
and without action, and the question is then ‘‘ Shall 
it be rejected ?”’ 

The question was then taken on the appeal, and 
the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Relying upon the opinion 
of the Chair yesterday, that the question was not 
really debatable, I did not think it worth while to 
prepare for a debate to-day; and now before I en- 
ter upon the few remarks [ have to make why 
this bill should be rejected, I take this occasion to 
say, that when I rose yesterday to make that ob- 
jection I tried to state—and I find that some of the | 

reporiers so understood me—that I did it only be- 
cause I was directly and correctly informed that 
it was not the intention of the friends of that bill 
to allow debate upon it, and’that their desire was 
to spring it upon the House, to move immediate 
action, and then call the previous question, which 
would cut off debate and amendments. I desire, 
therefore, to place this bill in another situation—a 
bill of considerable consequence beyond the mere 
reaction of the House here, or the appointment of | 
a few salaried officers by the present President, or 
the convenience of gentlemen opposed to the results 
of theirindustry. It involves a question of higher 
moment than all that. Nations do not readily 
art with such tokens of their sovereignty as are 
Mints, or scatter them about so plentifully as they | 
seem to be trying to do in these times, overlook- 
ing the great fact that the Mint is a national mat- || 
ter, and not a New York matter; for we haye not | 
reached that point when the people of New York 
may say, as some one said in France, ‘* Paris is 
France,’’ that New York is the United States. 

Sir, | repeat that I was ready to meet this bill 
fairly, to give it its course lie any and every 
other bill of the House; but I desired that it should 
not take precedence of those bills which appeal to 
the justice as well as to the patriotism of this 
House, which call for our action in behalf of the 
people, or call for our deliberation with reference || 
to the honor of the country. I confess—and I || 
think many gentlemen who were members of the 
House will confess—a great astonishment at the | 
pertinacity which has presented this bill before the 
House at the present time; that has called upon || 
us in the midst of the multitude of business that |, 
is accumulating upon your table, and that occu- 
pies the attention and anxiety of the members of 
the House, and relates to the interests of those 
constituents whom we represent here—I confess 
my deep astonishment at the pertinacity of those | 
gentlemen in presenting this -bill to delay the ac- | 
tion of this Houge on business of real national, | 
as well as individual CORPPRUER CA. 

Most of the gentlemen here, who were mem- || 
bers of the last Congress, will recollect the course 
of argument that was pursued to sustain the meas- 
ure for a branch Mint in New York. They will | 
remember, sir, that the outcry was, that the main | 
Mint at Philadelphia was incompetent to the coin- || 
age of the gold of this country; and that, by many | 
millions, it was insufficient to meet the wants of || 
those who brought their gold dust from California. | 
[ tried, in the course of an argument, to satisfy the || 
House that the Mint at Phil@delphia was in all | 


| thing else there. 


| for all they could lose. 


| for the California 
| present. 


| York than it is done there. 


| conveyance, 


respects able, and the Director of that Mint was 
willing to meet the utmost demands; that the Mint 
is able now—as we knew then it would be able 
in a very few weeks—to coin a hundred millions 
a year, in the various denominations of coin sanc- 


| tioned by the laws of this country. Sir, all that 


I thea promised has been amply fulfilled. All the 
demands upon the Mint have been met. But no 
man, no set of men, not even the Government it- 
self, would be able to meet the everlasting wants 
of those who, with the horse-leech, cry ‘‘ Give, 


| give, give,”’ to the great metropolis of the Union. 


t is vain, sir; if we were to open the Treasury of 
this nation—if we were to bid them go up into 
the pillared building at the other end of the 
avenue, and help themselves, the funds of the 
country would fail before their avarice would be 
satisfied. 

Sir, if any gentlemen recollect my remarks 
during the last session, they will excuse me for an 
apparent repetition of them, because I now ad- 
dress a different House and a different set of gen- 
tlemen than I then did; and [ shall take the liberty 
of referring, in a very desultory manner, to some 
of the arguments which I then met. Among other 
arguments then employed, was the vast incon- 


| venience and exceeding rae of conveying the 


xold from New York to Philadelphia and returning. 
i then, sir, propeuntan the inquiry, how came 
that gold in New York ?—how came New York to 
be the recipient of the gold dust from California ?— 
and the answer was obvious; the liberality of other 


| cities, the exceeding liberality of this House, that 
| ? > ' 
enables New York to carry out her plans—which 


she undertakes in the expectation that she will be 
helped in her enterprises—by spending its millions 
to carry to that city thegolddust. Sir, she makes 


| use of the eleemosynary dollars that we pour into 


her coffers, as a plea why we should pour every- 
Eternally dissatisfied with what 
we do, she takes it without thanks, and makes it 
a motive for asking for further assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, the expense of conveying the gold 
from New York to Philadelphia and thence in re- 
turn, when it is coined, is not, at the utmost, 
$25,000 for §100,000,000, or for $200,000,000, if 
you choose. The proposal is to carry all that can 
be collected both ways for $25,000; and those who 
make proposals for carrying the gold thither and 
back again, offer the amplest security against any 
accident that may befall it. The question, then, 
is not one of danger. Never a dollar has been 
lost on its way. But if a million had been lost, 
those who offer to convey it are amply able to pay 
The loss of the whole 
amount that they convey at any one time would 
scarcely be felt by those who make the proposals. 

Sir, | might make an argument very well upon 
the injury of matey is Mints; but having voted 

Mint, I will let that go for the 
When this question was last under dis- 
cussion in this House, the argument of the friends 
of this measure, I repeat, was the incompetence 


| of the Mint at Philadelphia to coin the gold. Sir, | 


five days is the utmost delay betwixt the receipt 
of the gold dust at that Mint and the receipt of the 
coined money. I call the attention of the House 
to that fact. It can be done no sooner in New 
The whole distance 
between New York and Philadelphia is traveled 
in only three hours and a half by the new line of 
There is, therefore, no reason why 
there should be a multiplication of this machinery. 

But, sir, not only is the Mint at Philadelphia 
fully able to coin every grain of gold dust that can 


| be gathered in California, and all the gold that 
| reaches us from other parts of the world—and it 


does not come in very rapidly, for the course of 


| trade is the other way—but, while it is competent 


to do that, we have, in the mean time, authorized 
the erection and operation of a Mint at the very 
door of the gold mines. And not merely have we 
authorized them to coin money; mot merely have 
we authorized them to do the work that may re- 


|| quire time—the coining of dollars, eagles, double 


eagles and all other coins; but we have directed 
them to make ingots, by which the gold shall be 
melted up into form and shape (after assaying) as 


| rapidly as so much iron. Sir, that removes every 


argument that could be brought forward in favor 
of this bill; it removes every idea that a Mint at 


| New York is at all necessary for the progréss of 


business. I am not speaking of the necessity that 
arises out of the rapacious longings of certain peo- 
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ple, or the desire to secure rewards and considera- 
tions for certain efforts, By no means. That is 
another matter. But | say that all the wants of 
commerce—all the wants of business men—are 
satisfied by the Mint at Philadelphia, and if not, 
are more than satisfied by the addition of that in 
California. The object, I presume, is, however, to 
kill both. Let those look to that matter who are 


interested in it, 


Establishing a Mint at California, and retaining 
the branch Mints where they are, will leave to 
Philadelphia the direction of the mintage. There 
will not be a great many millions to be coined 


| there because of the vast amount of money coined 
| in California. A considerable portion—I dare not 
| venture to say how much—is coined for England 


and not for us. People complain that they cannot 
get gold. Now, sir, we do not want to legislate 
here for British bankers. We do not sit here to 
legislate ways and means for the purpose of aid- 
ing and assisting the bankers of London. They 
take their gold dust to New York and send it to 
Philadelphia to be coined, and then ship it to 
England, because it costs less to send it to Phila- 
delphia to be coined than it does to pay for assay- 
ing in London. I repeat it, we are not sent here 
to provide ways and means to satisfy the grasping 


| avarice of the British bankers who are settled in 


New York, who have their footing there, and make 
that great city an extension of Wapping, and 
nothing else. Nothing is asked for the benefit of 
this country, or to meet the wants of this country. 


| It is all for British bankers; and the time of this 
| Congress, and the patience of Congressmen are 
| wasted in order to satisfy this feeling of subser- 


viency, or the personal longings of those who are 


unsatisfied. 


Sir, so far as any inquiries that I have been able 
to make, in the State of New York, beyond polit 


ical interests and the bankers, there is no great 
feeling in favor of this measure. There is an 


| excitement in the city occasionally at election 


times about it, and considerable noise is made; 
but there is no call of this kind there. Convers- 
ing a few days since with a gentleman who had 
been to New York, he told me that New York 


| people had said, ‘* We do not care a button about 
|. it in a business way, but we mean to beat Phila- 


delphia, and if we cannot do it by voting or by 

argument, we will purchase—we will buy’’—— 
Mr. DEAN, (interrupting.) I call upon the 

gentleman to give us the names of those men who 


| want to corrupt this Congress. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The gentleman need not 
be alarmed. I did not charge him with that. 
Nor did [ hint at improper language. The accu- 


| sing spirit which flew up to Heaven’s chancery had 


| really no oath to blush for. 


The recording spirits 
that sit in front of the Clerk’s desk need drop no 


| tear for any unspoken word to blot it out forever. 


|| [Much laughter. } 


[ had finished the sentence; 
they only said ‘* we will buy it.”’ 
Mr. BRIGGS. By the courtesy of the gentle- 


| man from Pennsylvania, I will make a single re- 
’ fod 


mark. AsI have been somewhat known for the 
interest I have taken in this measure since I have 
had the honor of a seat upon the floor, the allu- 
sions of the gentleman as to the corrupting influ- 
ences which might be attempted to be brought to 
bear upon this subject, might naturally be consid- 
ered as having application to myself. I now wish 
to take this opportunity, by the permission of the 
gentleman, to say that not only does the insinua- 
tion he has made not apply to me, but I will not 
believe that it applies to any member upon this 
floor coming from within the limits of the State of 
New York. I know of no man who has ever 


| approached me, or who has ever approached any 


man in this House, with any proposition of acor- 


_rupting kind, for the purpose of forwarding this 


| ure, that he is mistaken. 


measure. But if the gentleman will allow me a 
moment longer, [ will state further, in reply to the 
remarks made by the gentleman, that the interests 
of the city of New York did not call for this meas- 
Every interest there, 
from highest to lowest, loudly calls for the pas- 


| sage of this measure; and no class of people is 


more deeply interested in it than the returned Cal- 
ifornians, who are obliged to sell their gold dust, 
or at least, do sell it to the brokers, rather than to 
subject themselves to the expense and delay of 
transmitting it one hundred miles to Philadelphia. 
Why, sir, the bullion brokers of that city have 


| become rich upon the spoils of the hard earnings 
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of these poor returned Californians. 
sities are great for this measure. 

Sut I will state, further, that I do not desire to 
consume the time of the House with discussion 
upon this measure. The bills were prepared some 
time since, and have been printed and laid before 
the members, so that they have had an opportu- 
nity to examine it; and I think they may act un- 
derstandingly upon it without consuming the time 
of the House. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
to the gentleman for allowing me this breathing 
spell. Talking against time admits of help. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If my colleague will allow 
me a word, | am satisfied that there was no desire 
to corrupt, upon the part of New York, in regard 
to this measure. It was only to promote the ex- 
traordinary enterprise of the Empire State; 1 hope 
my colleague will so consider it. 1 repeat that the 
desire of the city of New York, in wishing to 
establish a branch Mint in that city, was not to 
corrupt anybody. It was only to promote the 
great enterprise of that city. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I will remark that no one could 
suppose any member of Congress could be cor- 
rupted under any circumstances; but it was a 
remarkable circumstance, that while the Collins 
measure was before the House, votes for it were 
obtained from Pennsylvania, in a manner which 
astonished some members upon this floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. As f am not in the situa- 
tion of one John Gilpin, where— 


The neces- 


** Loss of time would grieve me sore,’’ 


I do not lament these interruptions. But my feel- 
ings of humanity—and I trust I have them as 
much as any man in this House—were greatly in- 
terested in what fell from the lips of the honorable 
ventieman from New York, [Mr. Briaas,] in re- 
lation to the poor laborers in California, who were 
compelled to pay a percentage upon their gold dust, 
into the pockets of the grasping, rapacious brokers 
of New Vork. Weill, sir, this Congress, at its last 
session, voted a branch Mint to California; and 
now I trust my friend will go home with a smiling 
countenance, and rest satisfied that no more of 
that gold dust will ever again be extorted as tithes 
to those whose love of money—whose cursed thirst 
for gain, leads them to the rapacity of taking from 
the hard earnings of the returned Californian a 
percentage upon his gold dust. But I cannot im- 
azine how rich a poor man must be, who, by paying 
one per cent. upon his gold to a broker, enriches 
the money dealer. [Laughter.] It must be some 
very peculiar New York way of doing business. 

But the gentleman from New York |Mr. Dean] 
has started the question of purchasing votes upon 
this floor, and desires to know the name. Now 
does he suppose I would tell it? Why, sir, those 
who sit in the outer circle of seats in this Hall, 
often have their ears disturbed by calculations 
and promises which we who sit further in do not 
hear; but my friend on my left [Mr. Briaes] had 
no oceasion to rise, and in the presence of this 
House, talk of himself being free from any such 
imputation. It will be time enough for any gen- 
tleman to talk of such things when the charge 
comes more direct than that. He knows me and 
my feelings towards him too well to suppose I 
would apply it there. 

One word did fall from the honorable gentleman, 
however, upon a subject to which I should not 
have alluded, if he had not brought it up. The 
gentleman spoke of the appropriation made by 
Congress, at its last session, to the Collins line of 
steamers. Now, sir, even doubting, asl now do, 
the propriety of this House, or this Congress, 
assisting in those works, when they could be car- 
ried on by private enterprise, I hesitated long, very 
long, before I followed the instructions of my 
constituents in voting for that bill. T argued with 
them as warmly as [ could, by letter, until I be- 
came satisfied that I was assisting in a national 
work; that I was enabling the steam commerce of 
the country to compete, and compete successfully, 
with the steam commerce that was assisted by the 
Queen of Great Britain. I confess that I saw in 
this House an unwillingness, even wpon the part 
of some gentlemen from the city of New York, 
to assistin it. But that did not disturb me, for I did 
not regard it then as a New York measure. Itdid 
not disturb me, because I found it to be consistent 
with my general views of protection of home in- 
dustry and home capital. I know very well that 


I am very much obliged | 


there were antagonist interestsin New York which 
induced gentlemen from that section to look coolly 
on that measure. I did not intend to have alluded 
to this subject at all, but since the gentleman has 
insinuated that there has been something in the 
way of purchasing going on outside of Congress, 
I have only to say, that the purse of the owners 
of the British steamships is likely to have been as 
long as that of the American ones, and it would 
have been something to cost an enemy. 

{A message in writing was here received from 
the President of the United States, by Mittarp 
P. Fircmore, Esq., his Private Secretary. } 

Mr. CHANDLER continued: It was upon that 
ground I did it, and it was upon that ground that 
other gentlemen from Philadelphia didit. Laying 
aside what is imputed here as petty jealousies— 
laying aside what is imputed as a petty feeling be- 
tween the two States, I felt, and others of my col- 
leagues learned to feel, that we should do justice 
for the people and interests of the country, although 
we knew that the principal benefit would be con- 
ferred upon the city of New York. Now, | ask 
gentlemen from New York, that, at least, they 
wil not taunt us with voting for that measure 


which at the same time furnished them the very | 


means of bringing merchandise as other Govern- 


ment-paid steamers bring gold dust to the city of | 


New York, to make an argument why everything 
else should be carried there. 
that these are circumstances to which I did not 
intend to refer; 1 have simply mentioned them in 
connection with the remarks of the honorable gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Brices.] I return 
now to the subject before the House—that of mul- 
tiplying branch Mints in the United States, and 
particularly of placing one in the city of New 
York. I say this measure is one which is not 
sanctioned by the wants of the country. I prove 
this when | show you that the Mint in the city of 
Philadelphia is competent, fully competent for the 
coinage of all the gold and silver which is required 
for the present, or which will be required for many 
years to come. But I again call the attention 
of the House particularly to the fact, that we 
have by law authorized the erection of a branch in 
California, which is not only to coin money, but 
which is also to make ingots; so that we can 
scarcely expect any considerable gold dust to cross 
the Isthmus and reach our eastern cities. But, 
sir, just in proportion as we diminish the necessi- 
ties for a branch Mint in that city do we increase 
the clamors for having it there. Just in propor- 
tion as we advance arguments against the propriety 
of establishing a branch Mint there, do we find 
them presenting their bills before the House. 

Mr. Speaker, | must repeat that I mean not 
these remarks for an argument upon this question. 
If we should not succeed in defeating this bill now, 
and an opportunity should ee when the 
bill shall come up hereafter, 1 shall endeavor to 
present the subject in a form in which it ought to 
be presented in this House. I shall endeavor to 
show that we ought not to be called upon to make 
this special legislation to amuse or gratify certain 
persons, and to comply with the outcry of those 
who have raised it for other purposes than na- 
tional ones. Sir, we are legislating for a nation 
and not fora city. We are legislating for na- 
tional wants, and not to satisfy the cravings of a 
particular individual. We are legislating for the 
good of the whole country, and that legislation 
ought to be in conformity with some general rule. 

I desire to say nothing about the arguments ad- 

| vanced on former occasions. They are not be- 
fore this House. It will be enough for me if I 
can succeed in directing the attention of the House, 
not to any arguments which may have been put 
forth by me on some former occasion, but to the 
importance of the subject. The question is not 
whether there shall be two, three, or four Mints in 
the country, but it is whether these implements of 
sovereignty—whether these emblems of a nation’s 
power—shall be scattered in every place where a 
-few merchants may ask assistance. Why, sir, if 


it is important that every city should havea Mint, | 
'| then not only must New York have one, but Bal- 


| timore must have one, Boston must have one, 
| Charleston must have one, and, in short, Mints 
' should be scattered all over the country, from -Port- 
land jn Oregon, to Portland in Maine. Indeed, I 
do not know but my friend from Maine [Mr. 
Gooprnow] would want one as far down east as 


I will again remark | 
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ple is carried into effect. A branch Mint was es. 

tablished in Georgia, and another in North Caro. 

lina, in the vicinity of the mines, for the coinage 

of gold and silver mined in those districts; anq 

that is another reason why we should not estab. 
lish another one in New York. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if we were to carry out this 
principle—if we are to nay Mints everywhere 
we should outrage all rules of propriety, we 
should depart from al! precedents, and establish q 
custom that in two or three years would so debase 
our coin,and render it so suspicious, that the people 
abroad, and even the people at home, would scarce. 
ly receive it as of any standard value. Its intrip. 
sic value would depend on and vary with the fee}. 
ings of every State in which one of these estab. 
lishments was located. 

The question of the cost of a new Mint, of the 
cost of carrying it on, and the saving to the nation 
by allowing no more branch Mints, needs a fair 
examination, and I feel no hesitancy in expressing 
an opinion, that when this House shall have had 
the means of understanding these questions, it 
will, by almost a unanimous vote, put an end to 
these annual calls fora branch Mintin New York. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) As the morn- 
ing hour will expire in about a minute, if the gen- 
tleman will yield me the floor, I will move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STUART. Lhope not. I hope we shall 
adopt a motion to go to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, when the morning hour is out. 

Mr.HOUSTON. If thegentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania will yield the floor to me, I will move 


_to have the deficiency bill passed. 


that the House go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, as I am anxious 
The Senate 
have passed all the appropriation bills that we 
have sent them, and I desire to send them another 
to act upon. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If I do not lose the floor 
thereby, I yield it to the gentleman to make the 


| motion. 


TheSPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will yield to the Chair, he would like, by 
unanimous consent, to present some communica- 


| tions from the Departments, which he understands 


are necessary to go tocommittees. Is it the unan- 
imous pleasure of the House that those commu- 
nications should be presented? 

Many Voices. ‘ Yes!” ‘* Yes!”’ 

The following communications were then pre- 


| sented, and referred as indicated below: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 
I have the honor herewith to transmit a report from the 


| Secretary of the Interior, from which it appears that the 


efforts of that Department to induce the Indians remaining 
in Florida to migrate to the country assigned to their tribe, 
west of the Mississippi, have been entirely unsuccessful, 
The only alternative that now remains is either to com- 
pel them, by force, to comply with the treaty made with 
the tribe in May, 1832, by which they agreed to migrate 
within three years froy that date, or allow the arrangement 
made with them in 112, referred to in the Secretary’s re- 
port, by which they were permitted to remain in the tem- 


| porary occupancy of a portion of the peninsula until the 


Government should see fit to remove them, to continue. 

[t cannot be denied that the withholding so large a por- 
tion of her territory from settlement is a source of injury to 
the State of Florida; and although, ever sinee the arrange- 
ment above referred to, the Indians have manifested a de- 
sire to remain at peace with the whites, the presence of a 
people who may at any time, and upon any real or fancied 
provecatfon, be driven to acts of hostility, is a source of 
constant anxiety and alarm to the inhabitants of that border. 
There can be no doubt, also, that the welfare of the Indians 


| would be promoted by their removal from a territory where 
| frequent collisions between them and their more powerful 
| neighbors are daily becoming more inevitable. 


On the other hand, there is every reason to believe that 
any manifestation of a design to remove them by force, or 


| to take possession of the territory allotted to them, would 


be immediately retaliated by acts of cruelty on the defense- 
less inhabitants. 


The number of Indians now remaining in the State is, it 
is true, very inconsiderable, (not exceeding, it is believed, 


| five hundred,) but owing to the extent of the country occu- 


pied by them, and its adaptation to their peculiar mode of 
warfare, a force very disproportioned to their numbers 
would be necessary to capture them, or even to protect the 
white settlements from their incursions. 

The military force now stationed in that State would be 


| inadequate to these objects ; and if it should be determined 
| to enforce their removal, or to survey the territory allotted 
| to them, some addition to it would be necessary, as the 


Government has but a small force available for that service. 


| Additional appropriations for the Army would also, in that 


| Bangor. These will be the results, if this princi- i] 


event, be necessary. 

For these reasons I have deemed it proper to submit the 
whole matter to Congress, for such action as they may deem 
best. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

Wasutneton Crry, January 18, 1853. 
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On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, it 


was ordered that it be referred to the Committee 


Military Affairs, and printed. 
WasuHiIneTton, January 17, 1853. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith a communication lately received at 
the Department of State, from the Minister of her Most 
Catholic Majesty, accompanied by a letter of instructions 
from the Spanish Government, relative to the case of the 
\mistad. In Mr. Calderon’s communication, reference is 
nad to former letters, addressed by him to the Department 
of State on the same subject, copies of which are hereby 


on 


transmitted, and an earnest wish is expressed that a final 


settlemeut of this long-pending claim should be made. The 
tone of the Jetter of instructions from Mr. Manuel Bertran 
de Lis is somewhat more peremptory than could be wished ; 
but this circumstance will not, probably, prevent Congress 
from giving his suggestions the attention to which they may 
be entitled. 


The claim of the Spanish Government, on behalf of its | 


subjects interested in the Amistad, was the subject of dis- 
eyssion, during the administration of President Tyler, be- 
tween the Spanish Minister and Mr. Webster, then Secre- 
tary of State. 

In an elaborate letter of the latter, addressed to the Chev 
alier d’Argaiz, on the lst of September, 1841, the opinion 

confidently maintained that the claim is unfounded. The 
administration of President Polk took a different view of 
the matter. ‘The justness of the claim was recognized ina 
letter from the Departinent of State to the Spanish Minister, 
of the 19th of March, 1847. In his annual message of the 
same year, the President recommended its payment. 

itis understood that reports favorable to the claim have, 
on more than one occasion, been made by committees of one 
or both Houses of Congress, accompanied by bills providing 
tor its payment. 

Under these circumstances, the attention of Congress is 
again invited to the subject. Respect to the Spanish Gov- 


ernment demands that its urgent representations should be 
candidly and impartially weighed. If Congress should be 
of opinion that the claim is just, every consideration points 
o the propriety of its promptrecognition and payment; and 
if the two Houses should come to the opposite conclusion, 
itis equally desirable that this result should be announced 
without unnecessary delay. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it 
was ordered that it be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and printed. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, coveringa communication fromthe Aud- 
itor of the Post Office Department, with a view of 
being submitted to the consideration of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was ordered 
that it be referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and printed. 


A communication from the War Department, 
in compliance of the acts of April 21st, 1808, and 
Mareh 3d, 1809, showing what contracts have 
been made under the authority of that Department 
during the year 1852. 

On motion, ordered that it be laid upon the table 
and printed. 


A communication from the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, inclosing estimates of the amount 
and kinds of paper required for the public printing 
of the first and second sessions of the Thirty- 
second Congress, together with the expenses of 
his office. 

On motion by Mr. HAVEN, ordered that it be 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 
and be printed. 


A communication from Professor Bache, inclos- 
ing a memorial of the American Philosophical 
Society to the House of Representatives in relation 
to another expedition in search of Sir John Frank- 
lin. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that it be 
laid upen the table. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the gentleman wiil 
allow a motion to refer it. Let us take the sense 
of the House upon it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask for tell- 
ers upon the motion to lay upon the table. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLineman, 
and Seymour of New York, were appointed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It had better go to the 
Commitee on Naval Affairs. 

Several Voices. ‘* No!’ ** No!’ ** No!” 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 69, noes 61. 

So the communication was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now movethat the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Cuanper] has the floor by express 
understanding with the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understood the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to yield the floor to me. 


The SPEAKER. The history of that matter 
is, that the gentleman from Pennsylvania—the 
morning hour having expired within half a min- 
ute—yielded to a proposition of the Speaker, 
which was to present to the House communica- 
tions upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STUART. That is the state of facts. 


The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from Al- 
abama (Mr. Hdusron]} would have had the right 
to supersede the gentleman from Pennsylvania at 
the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I had not quite exhausted 
my time. 

The SPEAKER. That is true; but the under- 
standing of the Chair was, that at the moment, 
the morning hour having nearly expired, the gen- 
tleman yielded his right to the Speaker. The 
House can determine what they will do, by either 
motion. 


Mr. HOUSTON. But I understood that the 


gentieman from Pennsylvania yielded to me, and | 


my motion was pending when the Chair appealed 
to the House to lay before them certain docu- 
ments. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 
stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania as yield- 
ing to the proposition made by the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I suggested to the gentle- 
man from Alabama, that if 1 would not deprive 
me of my remainimg tme, | had no objection to 
his motion. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman yield for 
the purpose of making the motion proposed by 
the gentleman from Alabama? 

Mr. CHANDLER. But I yielded subsequently 
to the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will then put the 
question on tke motion to proceed to business upon 
the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. HART. I ask for tellers upon that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harr and 
PoLk were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 62. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. DEAN 
demanded the yeas and nays upon the motion; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. Is it in order now to move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Not until the pending motion 
is decided. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to ask the 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman indulge 
the Chair unul he turns to the rules, that he may 
be precise ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask the Chair 
if a motion to go into the Committee of the Whole 
does not take precedence of a motion to go to busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table? ’ 

The SPEAKER. Not under the rules. The 
Chair will look at the rules to be precise. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. TheChair’s memory is 
sufficient, and it is not necessary to look at ‘the 
rules. I waive the point. 

The SPEAKER. According to the practice 
under the rules you could not take the floor from 
a gentleman occupying it, for the purpose of sub- 
mitting the motion to go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; but there 
is a rule which authorizes you to arrest the morn- 
ing hour business by a motion to go to the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table; and that being the 
motion pending, the Chair thinks it ought to be 
decided one way or the other. ‘Then it would be 
in order to move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

@ Mr. ORR. If I understand it aright, the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, at about the close of 
the morning hour, yielded the floor for a different 
purpose. ‘That purpose has now been accom- 
plished. What will be the order of business be- 
fore the House, provided the House should refuse 
to go to the business upon the Speaker’s table ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. CHANDLER,| in the absence of a 
motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, would be entitled to the 
floor upon the business of the morning hour, 
which would progress, uniess arrested, through- 
out the day. 

Mr. ORR. And it can only be arrested by a 
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motion to proceed to business upon the Speaker’s 
table ? 

The SPEAKER. According to the 27th rule, 
** After one hour shall have been devoted to re- 
‘ ports from committees and resolutions, it shall 
‘ be in order, pending the consideration or discus- 
sion thereof, to entertain a motion that the House 
do now proceed to dispose of the business upon 
the Speaker’s table.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. We have 
passed from the morning hour. 

Mr. STUART. Leall the gentleman to order. 

Mr. JONES. It was the universal practice at 
the last session, after the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour, to take the floor from the occupant of it, 
and submit a motion to go into the Committee of 
the Whole onthe state of the Union, and it always 
takes precedence. , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair agrees with the 
rentleman from Tennessee, that such has been the 


‘ 


practice, but he could never see the reason for it. 

Mr. JONES. Under the rules the motio: 

Mr. STUART. Isthis question debatable? 

TheSPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. STUART. Then I call the gentleman 
from Tennessee to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, is in order. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; under the rule that pro- 
vides it shall be in order at any time Tor the House, 
by a majority, to resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WALSH. The question was put on the 
motion that the House do now proceed to the con- 
sideration of the business upon the Speaker’s table, 
and after a division the yeas and nays were called 
and ordered. Now, is it competent to make the 
motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union until that question has been 
determined ? 

The SPEAKER. It is true that the motion to 
go to the business upon the Speaker’s table has 
not been determined; but it has been almost the 
universal practice, that immediately after submit- 
ting a motion to go to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, to follow that motion with one 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole or 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. STUART. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. We have got to meet this question, 
and itis as well to meet it now as at any other 
time. I say that until the question is decided 
whether we will or will not proceed to the consid- 
eration of the business upon the Speaker’s table, 
the motion to vo into the Committee of the Whole 
is not in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I think that 
the 136th rule of the House settles that question: 


‘The House may at any time, by a vote of a majority of 
the members present, suspend the rules and orders for the 
purpose of going into the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided in con- 
formity with that rule, and what he knows to have 
been the practice of the House formerly. The 
Chair knows of no deviation from that rule what- 
ever, and therefore adheres to it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I call the attention of the 
House to the report I shall make from the Com- 
mittee on Printing. It will notcreate any debate. 
It will be recollected that the other day, when the 
question of the printing of the census was up for 
consideration, it was specially insisted on action 
should then be had. I desire to reporta resolution 
for the procurement of information. 

The SPEAKER. As that proposition will 
raise another point of order, the Chair hopes the 
gentleman will not now press it. 

Mr. STUART. I object to the report. Now, 
let us see whether the rule will be consistent in 
its construction. This committee, according to 
the rules, can report at any time, and at any time 
you can go into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. JONES. The motion 4o go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole is a privileged one. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided the 


motion of the gentleman from Tennessee to be in 


|order. It is as much privileged in its nature as 


— 
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the question of the gentleman from Indiana, and 
the Chair, therefore, rules that the gentleman can- 
not at this time make his report. ‘ 

Mr. GORMAN. I! am sure there is not a gen- 
tleman upon the floor who will object to the reso- 
lution. It is simply one of inquiry, that the sub- 
ject of the census printing may come up, which 
every member desires. 
minutes to consider It. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be made by unan- 
imous consent, 

Mr. STANLY. The rules say that the Com- 
mittee on Printing shall report at any time. I 
would therefore ask why the gentleman is not 
allowed to make his report? 

The SPEAKER. Rooms the other privileged 
question has precedence by priority of time. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Srzrnens) said, that under the 136th rule, 
he had the right at any time to submit the motion 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the W hole on 
the state of the Union. Very well! Now, the 
27th rule provides that— 

‘“ After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from 
committees and resolutions, it shall be in order, pending the 
consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a motion 
that the House do now proceed to dispose of the business 
on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the day—Jan 
nary 5, 852; which being decided in the affirmative, the 


Speaker shall dispose of the business on his table in the 
following order, viz.”? 


We have decided that in the affirmative, and, 


{t will not occupy two | 
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strict as the gentleman from Georgia is, it is the | 
duty of the Speaker, under the rule, to proceed to | 


the execution@f the order of the House. 
The SPEAKER. Unless arrested by some one 


of the privileged questions which may be raised || 
The Chair will state the ques- | 


under express rule. 


tion, that gentlemen may vote understandingly on | 


the subject. The gentleman from Michigan {Mr. 
Srvart] moved that the House proceed to the 


consideration of the business upon the Speaker’s | 


table. Pending that motion, the gentleman from 


Tennessee [Mr. Jones] submitted a motion that | 


the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve | 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, which is a highly privileged | 


motion; and, in accordance with the whole prac- 
tice of this body on that subject, that motion takes 
precedence simply in the order of time of putting 
it, It will be competent for the House, by vote, 
to get at one business or the other. 

Mr. STUART. I will suggest that the present 
occupant of the chair decided this question dif- 
ferently at thelastsession. I presume the Speaker 
will recollect it. He, on my motion, decided 


that, if insisted upon, the motion to go to the busi- | 
ness upon the Speaker’s table mustbe determined, 


and it was determined. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair differs with the 
gentleman in regard to his recollection. 

Mr. ORR. 
to the decision that a member could be taken from 
the floor at the expiration of the morning hour by 
the submission of the motion that the House do 
proceed to the consideration of the business upon 


| expect that the gentleman refers | 


the Speaker’s table; and that was the only way in | 


which a member could be taken off the floor. 
TheSPEAKER. A practice has grown up in- 
formally under the rules to take the vote first upon 
the motion to go into the Committee of the Whole, 
though following the one to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the business upon the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. GOODENOW. I understand that the vote 
was taken on the proposition of the gentleman 
from Michigan by tellers, and that after it had 


been announced by the Chair, the yeas and nays | 


were called and ordered. 


The SPEAKER, That is true; and the Chair | 
states that precisely at that point in our proceed- | 


ings, the informal practice has been to submit the 
question whether or not the House will resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union. While we have been talking about 
the matter, one or the other of these motions might 


have been disposed of, and the House would have | 
been engaged in the consideration of the regular | 


business, if the Chair may be allowed to say so. 
Mr, STUART. Idemand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay the appeal upon the table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 
whether the floor could be taken from the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuanp.er] to make 


I wish to inquire | 


} 
\ 





‘| on the proposition. 


| on the state of the Union, being a highly ea 





the motion that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state sf the 
Union? If it could not, and it would be in order 
to go to the business upon the Speaker’s table, 


| and the House having gone to the business upon 


the Speaker’s table, would it be in order to move 
to go into the Committee of the Whole, and thus 
do indirectly what could not be done directly ? 

The SPEAKER. The subject is not debatable. 
The Chair will, by the indulgence of the House, 
read the rules bearing upon the subject: 


**27. After one hour shall have been devoted to reports 
from committees and resolutions, it shall be in order, pend- 
ing the consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a 


| motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the 


business on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the 
day—January 5, 1632; whichb eing decided in the affirma 
live, the Speaker shall dispose of the business on his table 
in the following order, viz.”’ 

** 136. ‘he House may atany time, by a vote of amajor- 
ity of the members present, suspend the rules and orders 
for the purpose of going into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union.”’ 

As an original question, the Chair would decide 


that a motion to go into the Committeeof the W hole 


leged motion, would arrest the morning hour. 
Under the informal practice, the Chair will state, 
the morning hour has been arrested by a motion to 
go to the business upon the Speaker’s table, which 
motion has been itself arrested by one that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Do | understand the Speak- | 
| er to say that the House divided on the motion to 


go to the business on the ac mig table? 


The SPEAKER. The 
Mr. FLORENCE. The yeas and nays were 


ordered on it. 


The SPEAKER. The House has only evi- | 


denced its intention to take the vote by yeas and 


| nays instead of tellers, when the question again 
comes up. 


Mr. FLORENCE. [then understand the Chair 
to base his decision on the rule authorizing the 
House to resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, at any time. 

The SPEAKER, Is it not clear, that if the 


House had proceeded to the consideration of the || 


business upon the Speaker’s table, that business 
could be suspended by a motion that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole? 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the appeal on the table, and it was agreed to— 
yeas 104, nays 60; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesgsrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Allison, William 
Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Barrere, Bocock, Bowie, Bragg, 
Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Busby, Joseph Cable, ‘Thomp 
son Campbell,Caskie, Chastain, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, 
Coleock, Cullom, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Deaa, Dimmick, Dockery, Duoham, Durkee, Eastman, 
Evans, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, Floyd, Gam- 
ble, Giddings, Gorman, Green, Grow, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, 
Houston, Howard, John W. Howe, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John Jobnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, 
Kuhus, Kuriz, Letcher, Mason, McNair, Meade, Millson, 
Molony, Johu Moore, Murray, Nabers, Orr, Andrew Par- 
ker, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Peun, Polk, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Savage, Scurry, 
Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, St. Martin, 
Stratton, Sutherland, Toombs, Venable, Waibridge, Wal- 
lace, Watkins, Addison White, Wilcox, Wildrick, and 
W illiams—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Bartlett, Bell, Bibighaus, 
Brenton, Briggs, George H. Brown, Caldwell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, Cottman, Darby, 
George T. Davis, Disney, Doty, Dunean, Fay, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Grey, Hammond, 
Harper, Haws, Haseall, Horstord, Thomas Y. How, George 
G. King, Landry, Little, Mann, Martin, Miller, Murphy, 
Newton, Penniman, Porter, Price, Reed, Riddle, Sabine, 
Sackett, Scudder, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Stroth- 
er, Stuart, Taylor, ‘Thurston, Towashend, Tuck, Walsh, 
Ward, Washburn, Weleh, Wells, and Yates—60. 


So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

TheSPEAKER. The question now recurs on 
the motion submitted by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I demand the yeas 
and nays on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union—yeas 79, nays 
82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Allison, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Babcock, Bennett, Bocock, Bragg, Busby, Joseph 


Cable, Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, Clemens, Clingman, || 
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| Cobb, Cotcock, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick 

Dunham, Floyd, Gamble, Grow, Isham G. Harris, Samp. 
son W. Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Hous. 
ton, Howard, John W. Howe, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson 
| James Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Georsa 

W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Lockhart, Mo- 
| Nair, Meacham, Millson, Miner, John Moore, Morehead 

Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, Sam. 

uel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Polk, Robbins, Robie, Ross 

Russell, Savage, Scurry, Skelton, Richard H. Stanton’ 
| Alexander H. Stephens, St. Martin, Stratton, Sweetser 

Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Watkins, Wilcox, Wildrick’ 
and Woodward—7?9. 4 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Barrere, Bell, Bibighaus 
Bowie, Breckinridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. 
Brown, George H. Brown, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell 
Chandler, Chapman, Clark, Cottman, Cullom, Curtis, Dar. 
by, George T. Davis, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Eastman 
Edgerton, Evans, Ewing, Fay, Florence, Thomas J. p’ 
Fuller, Gaylord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Green, Grey, Han)- 
mond, Harper, Hart, Haws, Hascall, Henn, Horsford, 
Thomas Y. How, Jackson, George G. King, Kuhns, Lan- 
| dry, Little, Mann, Martin, Miller, Molony, Newton, Pen- 
niman, Porter, Price, Reed, Riddle, Sabine, Sackett, Scuq- 





‘| der, Origen S. Seymour, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, 


| Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, Thurston, ‘Toombs, Towns- 
hend, Tuck, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Welch, Wells 
Addison White, Williams, and Yates—82, , 

So the House refused to resolve itself into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that that body had 
passed bills of the following titles, viz: 
| S. No. 584. An act authorizing the Secretary of 
| the Treasury to issue a register to the British bark 
Fanny, under the name of Golden Mirror; and 

H. R. No. 332. An act making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1854.] ' 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; and they thereupon received 
the signature of the Speaker: 

H. R. No. 291. An act to amend an act entitled 
| ** An act for the discontinuance of the office of 
| ‘surveyor general in the several districts, so soon 
‘as the surveys therein can be completed for abol- 
| ‘ishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
‘and for other purposes;”’ 

H. R. No. 151. An act for the relief of the heirs 
of William McFarland, deceased; 

H. R. No. 296. An act for the relief of John J. 
Sykes; 
| H.R. No. 171. An act for the relief of Thomas 
| P. Dudlev; and 
| H.R. No. 301. An act for the relief of Philo 
| Smith. t 
| The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
| upon the motion that the House do now proceed 
to the consideration of the business. upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. POLK. 
| House. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
upon the motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move that the House do 
now adiourn. 

Mr. HENN. 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the latter mo- 
| tion, and the House refused to adjourn—yeas 43, 
| nays 106; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Averett, Bren- 
ton, Thompson Campbell, Chastain, Cottman, Cullom, 
Daniel, Dawson, Dimmick, Dunham, Evans, Ewing, 
Floyd, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, John Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Kuhns, Landry, Mason, McLanahan, Meade, John 
Moore, Morehead, Murray, Olds, Samuel W. Parker, 
Penn, Polk, Riddle, Robie, Ross, Russell, Scurry, Skelton, 
Snow, Sweetser, Wallace, Addison White, Williams, and 
W oodward—45. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, William Appleton, 
Ashe, Babcock, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bell, Bennett, 
Bibighaus, Bocock, Bowie, Bragg, Briggs, Brooks, Albert 
G. Brown, George I. Brown, Busby, Caldwell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Cartfer, Caskie, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, 
Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, Coleoek, Curtis, Darby, George 
T. Davis, John G, Davis, Dockery, Doty, Dunean, Durkee, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Fay, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
| Gamble, Gaylord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Grey, 
| Hammond, Harper, Hart, Haws, Hascall, Hendricks, Hill- 
| yer, Horsferd, Houston, Howard, John W. Howe, Thomas 
Y. How, Jackson, Daniel T. Jories, George G. King, Little, 
Lockhart, Mann, Martin, McNair, Miller, Millson, Molony, 
Murphy; Nabers, Newton, Orr. Andrew Parker, Peaslee, 
Perkins, Porter, Price, Reed, Robbins, Robinson, Sabine, 
| Schoolcraft, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Sovith, 
| Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
| H. Stanton, Stratton, Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, 
| Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, Washburn, Watkins, Wells, 


~~ 





I move that there be a call of the 


I demand the yeas and nays 


I demand the yeas and nays 


|| and Yates —106, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
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The question was next taken on the motion that The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 


there be a call of the House, and it was disagreed 
to—yeas 47, nays 109; as follows: 

y EAS _Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Av 
@eu, Bocock, Bragg, Breckinridge, Brenton, Busby, Jo 
seph Cable, Chastain. Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, 
Duvham, Evans, Faulkner, Floyd, [sham G. Harris, Samp- 


con W. Harris, Haven, John W. tlowe, George W. Jones, 
J, Glaney Jones, MeLanahan, McNair, Millson, Molony, | 


Morehead, Murray, Nabders, Olds, Samuel W. Parker, 
penn, Polk, Robie, Robinson, Scurry, Skelton, Smith, 
sweetser, Venable, Wallace, Wiicox, 
W oodward— 47. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, William Ap- 
pleton, Ashe, Babeock, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bart 


Wildrick, and | 


jett, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. | 


Brown, George H. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, Thompson 
Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, Clemens, Cobb, 
Coleoek, Cottman, Curtis, Darby, John G. Davis, Dock- 


ery, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Ewing, Fay, Flor- | 


ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Gorman, Green, Grey, 
Grow, Hammond, Harper, Hart, Haws, Hascall, Hens 
dricks, Hillyer, Horsford, Houston, Howard, Thomas Y. 


liow, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, | 


George G. King, Kuhns, Landry, Little, Lockhart, Mann, 
Martin, Mason, Meade, Henry D. Moore, Murphy, New- 
ton, Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, Phelps, Porter, 
Price, Reed, Riddle, Robbins, Ross, Russell, Sabine, Sack- 
ett, Schoolera(t, Seudder, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. 
Seymour, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Stratton, Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thurston, Toombs, Walbridge, Walsh, Washburn, Wat- 
kins, Welch, Wells, Addison White, and Yates—109. 


So the House refused to order a call of the 
House. 
Pending the call, 


Mr. McMULLIN asked leave to vote; which | 


was denied. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I renew the motion that the 


rules of the House be suspended, and that the | 


House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. STANLY. If that motion be voted down, 


I suppose the motion to proceed to the business | 


upon the Speaker’s table will be in order. 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
Mr. SCURRY. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 
‘he motion was agreed to; and the House 


thereupon adjourned till to-morrow at twelve | 


o’clock, m. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented | 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of James | 
Christie and 140 other citizens of Indiana, for a grant of | 
public lands to aid in constructing a railroad from Indian- | 


apolis, Indiana, to Springfield, in the State of Illinois. 
Also, the petition of Joseph A. Wright and 52 other citi- 
zens, On the same subject. 


Also, the petition of George Hedge and 32 others, on the | 


same subject. 


By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition of Hannibat 
Faulk and others, and Mrs. Emma Peck, in relation to their | 


claims in the Bastrop Grant, in Louisiana. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of A. E. 
Lewis and 51 other citizens of Mississippi, praying the re- 
moval of the land office from Augusta to Shieldsboro’, Mis- 
sissippi. 


By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of sundry citizens of | 
New Castle county, State of Delaware, praying that the | 
title of lieutenant general will not be conferred upon Win- | 


field Scott. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The memorial of J. Howard & 
Co., of Philadelphia, praying for the passage of a law to 
enforce more strictly the rights of patentees. 


Also, the petition of F. W. Moores and other masters in | 
the Navy, not jn the line of promotion, asking an increase | 


of compensation. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 20, 1853. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Senate, 
showing the amount paid for documents, books, 
and maps printed or purchased for distribution, by 
order of the Senate, since the Ist of May, 1832; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
showing how the appropriations made for running 
and marking the boundary line between the United 
States and Mexico have been expended; which 
was referred to the Select Committee appointed on 
the subject, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the state of the finances; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the report be printed, and that ten thou- 


sand additional copies thereof be printed for the use of the 
Benate. 





the Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, communicating the annual report of 
the Light-House Board; which, on motion by 
Mr. Hamu, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Both subjects seem to have been included in one 
communication; and therefore it was, on motion 
by Mr. Hamuin, ordered that five hundred copies 
of the ten thousand ordered to be printed, be for 
the use of the Light-House Board. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a letter of the Acting Treasurer of the 
United States, communicating copies of his ac- 
counts of receipts and disbursements for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1852; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, giving certain information in reference | 
to marine hospitals; which was, on motion by | 
Mr. Davis, referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


THE SEMINOLE INDIANS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, informing Congress of the refusal of the 
Indians remaining in Florida to emigrate to the 
country assigned to their tribe west of the Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr. MALLORY. This is a message embra- 
cing papers from the Secretary of the Interior of 
very great importance to the interests of the State 
of Florida. It will be remembered, that about 
twenty years ago, these Indians engaged to re- 
move from Florida. That engagement has been 
repeatedly renewed; and, recently, in September { 
last, by a special treaty with the chiefs and head- 
men of the tribe, they again engaged to remove. 
A special agent has been dispatched to Florida, 
whose report is embraced in the papers now before 
the Senate. Several committees might appropri- 
ately act upon the question. The message recom- 
mends the survey of the Indian country, and the 
employment of a military escort for the purpose. 
I will say, briefly, that the frontiers of the Indian 
country in Florida are very sparsely settled, and 
they may be broken up at any time, although the 
number of Indians in the State is comparatively 
small; but their character is too well known to 
need occasion for reference on my part. Thereis 
a belt of land around the Indian country for twenty 
miles, which it is now proposed to survey; but 
the Department has no funds at its disposal to carry 
on this work. It might, therefore, be appropriate 
to refer the report to the consideration of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, but I will move the ref- 
erence of the message and the accompanying doc- 
uments to the Committee on Indian Affairs; and I 
take occasion to ask their earnest attention, and 
an early report on the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MORTON presented a petition of citizens 
of Escambia county, Florida, living on the route 
between Pensacola, in that State, and Belleville, 
Alabama, praying mail facilities; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. ; 

Mr. SEWARD presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of New York concerning the principle 
of the distribution of the public lands, in which 
they set forth, that in consideration of the grants 
made to the new States at the time of and since 
their admission into the Union, and of the many 
applications now made for further appropriations 
for railroads and internal improvements, they de- 
sire to urge upon Congress, if that system of dis- 
tribution and appropriation is to be continued, the 
propriety of making grants of land, upon some 
equal and just principle of appropriation, to ali the 
States for the purpose of education, and for other 
useful public services, having due regard to the 
grants already made, and the population of the 
respective States. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to be print- 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of the 
clerks in the office of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, praying that the percentage allowed upon 


ed 


| their salaries at the last session of Congress may | 
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be continued; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Isaac 
H. Kelly, in behalf of the importers of goods from 
the British provinces, remonstrating against the 
passage of the bill ** giving further remedies to 
patentees;’’ which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted additional docu- 
ments in relation to the proposed purchase of 
James P. Espy’s patent right for his conical ven- 
tilator; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Charles 
West, a soldier during the last war with Great 
Britain, praying a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a memorial of ship-owners and masters of 
vessels in Baltimore, representing the ruinous ef- 
fects of the abolition of corporal punishment in the 
mercantile marine, and praying the legal enact- 
ment of some efficient substitute: which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NORRIS presented two petitions of five 
hundred and seven citizens of Washington, pray- 
ing that the ** Lone Bridge,” over the Potomac 
river, may be rebuilt on its present site; which 
were referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the memo- 
rial of a committee appointed by a convention held 
at St. Louis; on the 15th November, 1852, pray- 
ing a grant of land to aid in the construction of a 
railroad on the west side of the Mississippi river, 
from a point opposite the city of New Orleans, to 
a central eligible point in the Territory of Minne- 
sota, in the direction of the Red River of the North, 
and with a branch to the Falls of St. Anthony; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of the adminis- 
trators of Colonel John Anderson, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of the late Colonel John An- 
derson; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
L. E. L. A. Lawson, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a joint resolution for her relief; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. ; 


SMALL NOTE BILL. 

The bill from the House of Representatives to 
suppress the circulation of small notes as a cur- 
rency in the District of Columbia, was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. MILLER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill respecting the right of 
dower in the District of Columbia. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senate will indulge me 
in taking up at this time the bill ‘* for the protec- 
‘tion of the emigrant route and a telegraph line, 
‘and for an overland mail between the Missouri 
‘river and the settlements in California and Ore- 
‘gon,”’ for the purpose of having it referred. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid 
eration of the bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I row move that the bill be re- 
ferred to a special committee of five Senators, to 
be appointed by the Chair. I do not want the 
reference, however, to interfere with the discus- 
sion which has been going on in relation to the 
bill of the honorable Senator from California. 
Pending that discussion, the committee to which 
I propose to refer this bill may consider it, and 
may benefit by the suggestions which may be made 
in the Senate on the subject. 

The motion was agreed to,and the Presipenr, 
in conformity with it, appointed Mr. Rusk, Mr. 
Sent, Mr. Davis, Mr. Gwin, and Mr. Dovce of 
lowa, the committee. 


CHAPLAINS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 


Mr. BUTLER. Many memorials were referred 
to the Judiciary Committee on the subject of 
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abolishing the office of chaplains in the House of 


Lepresentatives and in the Senate, and inthe Army 
and Navy. One of the members of the committee 
has drawn up a very full, and I think satisfactory, 


report upon the subject, which was presented to the | 


Senate yesterday, and ordered to be printed, I 
move that ten thousand additional copies of it be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. CASS. Does the report recommend the 
abolition of the office of chaplain ? 

Mr. BUTLER. No, sir; far from it. 

Mr. CASS. Then | shall vote for printing 
twenty ooo if necessary. 

Mr. HALE. Does not the motion go to the 
Committee on Printing? 
The PRESIDENT. Certainly. 
Mr. BUTLER, Ihope, by unanimous consent, 
will be considered now. 
Mr. HALE. I have no objection. 
The PRESIDENT. Under the rules, the mo- 
tion must go to the Committee on Printing. 


CONTINUANCE OF HALF PAY. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- 


1 


nouncing that it had disagreed to the amendment | 


of the Senate to the amendment of the House to 
the bill of the Senate ‘‘ to continue half pay to 
certain widows and orphans.’’ 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the Senate insist on its amendment, and 
ask fora conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses in relation thereto, 

On motion, it was ordered that the conferees on 
the part of the Senate be appointed by the Presi- 
dent pro tem, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDENT. Thére is a motion on the 


inble, made by the Senator from New Hampshire, || 


[Mr. Hlaxe,] to reconsider the vote by which the 


bill ** for the relief of the widow of William Reily, | 


deceased, late a captain in the fourth Maryland regi- | 


ment of the revolutionary Army,’’ was rejected. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that motion will be laid 
over, and that the Senate will proceed to the con- 
sideration of the special order; and I make that 
motion. 

Mr. HALE. I submitted the motion to recon- 
sider at the request of some friends of the measure. 
| have no interest in it myself. 


Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Virginia, [Mr. | 


Mason,}] who is not now in his seat, wishes, I 
believe, to say something upon that bill, and 
therefore I hope it will be passed over. 
The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over. 
Mr. BRIGHT. It was the intention of the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Pearce] to call 
up to-day the bill providing ‘* for the payment of 
such creditors of the late Republic of Texas as 
are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sep- 
tember 9th, 1850,’’ which has been called up and 
vassed over, | believe, on two or three occasions. 
Vien it was called up before, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maryland gave place to other business. 





| hope it may be the pleasure of the Senate to con- | 


sider that bill to-day, or if not to-day, that we may 


agree by common consent to take it up to-morrow. 


Mr. GWIN. If the honorable Senator from 
Maryland wishes to make a suggestion, [ will 
withdraw my motion temporarily. 

Mr. PEARCE, 


I did desire that the Senate | 


should to-day take up the bill mentioned by the | 


honorable Senator from Indiana, providing forthe 
payment of certain creditors of Texas. 


I under- | 


stand from the Senator from California, however, | 
, 


that he is very desirous to proceed to-day with 
the discussion of the bill which was before the 
Senate yesterday; andif there can be a general un- 
derstanding that the Senate will take up the bill to 
which I have referred, to-morrow, I shall be con- 
tent to forego any motion to take up the bill in 
reference to thedebts of Texas. 

Mr. BELL. I do not want to throw any im- 
eae in the way of the wishes of any of my 


yonorable friends, but I would suggest, that if we | 
mean to de anything in regard to a measure of | 


considerable importance which has been discussed 
for some days, a railroad to the Pacific, it is ap- 
propriate that we should proceed with it until we 
dispose of it, If we interpose some other ques- 
tion to-morrow, and if the bill isto be interrupted 
by a special order on Tuesday and another on 


+ with the hearing of private claims. 


the result of the Senate’s vote. 


| of this body. 


to accomplish anything. Now, if honorable Sen- 
ators who make these propositions, suppose that 
the measure which they propose to take up could 
be dispatched to-morrow, there would be but lit- 
tle objection to it; for it seems to be important to 
dispose of that subject. But is there any gentle- 
man here who supposes that the bill relative to 
the debts of Texas can be settled in one day? I 
presume not. I think, really, that the better plan 
would be to proceed with the measure which we 
have had under consideration for two or three 
days past, at least until we shall see whether we 
can do anything with it, or whether we shall have 
to abandon it. Let us goon with it till we see 
whether the Senate is determined to do noth- 
ing, or whether they are determined to agree upon 
some measure. After we have disposed of that, 
let us take up the bill of the honorable Senator 
from Maryland, or any other measure that may 
suggest itself to the Senate as being worthy of con- 
sideration. I am not disposed, however, to be 
obstinate in relation to the manner in which busi- 
ness shall be taken up and acted upon. I throw 
out these suggestions merely for the consideration 
of the honorable Senator from Maryland and 
others. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam obliged to say to my 
honorable friend from Maryland, that I shall to- 
morrow vote for proceeding with the Private Cal- 
endar. Although [ am very favorably disposed 


towards the Texas debt bill, and the California | 
railroad bill, I must to-morrow vote to proceed | 


will find there will be a general disposition to- 
morrow to take up the Private Calendar. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
morrow fixed as the day for taking up the Texas 
debt bill, or if the Senate prefer it, I would wish 
to have it taken up to-day. In response to the 
Senator from Tennessee, I would say that I do 


I think he | 


I should be glad to have to- | 


not know that the discussion can be concluded | 
in one day, but I believe that all necessary dis- | 


cussion can be had in the course of one day. And || 


I do not believe that any after discussion will vary 


much as there does not seem to be a disposition to 


However, inas- | 


acquiesce in the suggestion | have made, I shall be | 
compelled to vote against the motion of the Sen- | 
ator from California; and if the Senate should de- | 


termine not to take up that bill, | shall ask them 
to take up the bill which I have indicated. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 1 think, Mr. President, that 


there is something due to the standing committees 


mittee on Finance at the last session of Congress. 


It was then partially discussed, and left among the | 
Atan early day in the pres- | 


unfinished business. 
ent session, the honorable Senator from Maryland 


asked that it should be made the special order for | 
the sixth of this month, and the Senate granted | 
But, when the day arrived, he gave | 
place, very properly, I think, to another important | 


the request. 


measure, with the understanding that his bill should 
be taken up at an early period. Now the honor- 
able Senator from California interposes another 
very important measure, and one that I think is to 


consume much of the remaining time of the ses- 


sion, 


I think that the bill providing for the payment | 


of the debt of Texas can be disposed of to-morrow 
or next day. I understand that the honorable 
Senator from Maryland, who reported the bill, 
and who has charge of it, is prepared to go on 
whenever it comes up. The honorable Senator 
from Virginia expects to reply to him; and that 
will perhaps conclude the discussion that is to take 
place upon it. Though it involves a very import- 
ant principle, and the payment of a great deal of 


|money, the points embraced are within a very 


small compass, and I do hope that if the Senate 
fo on wang with the measure of the honorable 
Senator from California, they will signify their 
wish to take up the Texas debt bill to-morrow, and 
relieve the committee which has had charge of the 
subject. 

] should be glad to refer the measure of the hon- 
orable Senator from California to the Select Com- 
mittee raised on the motion of the Senator from 
Texas this morning, or to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals; but when he first brought it forward 
he objected so seriously to my proposition to refer 
it to the Committee on Roads and Canals that I 


Wednesday next, I do not see that we are likely || will not make any motion for its reference. But 
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|, tion of a committee. 
The bill providing for the payment | 
of the debt of Texas was reported by the Com- 


| perhaps during to-day and to-morrow. 





Jan. 
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for the purpose of bringing up the question of the 


Texas debt—and not intending by my motion to 
indicate anything like hostility to the measure of 
the Senator from California, for I intend to vote 
for his bill, provided it can be put into the righ 
shape, for one road, and not for six—for the pur- 
pose of testing the sense of the Senate, I move that 
the bill providing ‘* for the payment of such cred. 
itors of the late Republic of Texas as are compre- 
hended by the act of Congress of September 9th 
1850,’’ be taken up, for the purpose of being made 
the special order for to-morrow at one o’clock. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to say to my honor- 
able friend from Indiana, that it will be proper to 
refer the Pacific railroad bill when two or three 
points in reference to it shall have been settled, 
One is, whether we shall have one road, or a main 
trunk and branches. Another is, whether we 
Shall leave it in the bill undetermined where the 
road is to commence and where it is to end, | 
think that when those questions shall have been 
settled by the Senate, it would be well to put the 
bill into the hands of a committee for readjust- 
ment and repreparation, and that can be done 
I would 
therefore suggest to him to select Saturday for 
the bill of the honorable Senator from Maryland, 


which he proposes to take yp to-morrow. | 


think it is better to continue the same subject until 
we bring it to some kind of a conclusion. Sat- 
urday is a day which we can appropriate to the 
Texas debt question, without interfering with the 
Pacific railroad bill. : 

Mr. HUNTER. It is a matter of indifference 
to me personally whether the Senate take up the 
bill for the payment of the debt of Texas to-day 
or to-morrow; but I think it ought to be disposed 
of. I have no idea, I have no hope, that the 
Senate can settle upon the details of such a bill as 
one proposing a railroad to the Pacific. I do not 
believe that the Senate can act as a committee 
upon such a projet as that. It will have to be re- 
ferred. As I have no expectation that the Senate 
will dispose of it in its details, and as J think it 
wil) have to be referred ultimately, I believe we 
should save time by agreeing to the motion of the 
Senator from Maryland, and determine to take up 
the Texas debt bill to-morrow. I shall therefore 
vote with him on that question. 

Mr. RUSK. The bill introduced by the honor- 
able Senator from California, proposing a railroad 
to the Pacific ocean, has undergone the investiga- 
All the material provisions 
of that bill came from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, and were reported from that committee, after 


| considerable investigation at the last session. The 


reference of that bill now to a committee, it seems 
to me, would be its death-blow. It came here 
matured to a great extent from the Committee on 
Territories, and I moved, for the purpose of avail- 
ing ourselves of the indications of the majority 


_ of the Senate, in regard to any amendments to 


that bill, to take up another bill this morning on 
the same subject—for there are three or four dif- 
ferent projects before the Senate—and I have had 
it referred to the consideration of a special com- 
mittee. That committee can go on while the dis- 
cussion is proceeding in the Senate, and it will be 
aided in its investigations, and in coming to a con- 
clusion, by the suggestions and votes of the Sen- 
ate. The bill proposing a railroad to California, 
if we mean to do anything at all upon that subject, 
ought to be acted upon, and acted upon promptly; 
and there is but one other subject which I shall 
vote to give a preference over it, and that is the 
question in relation to the debt of Texas. 

More than twelve months ago the subject of the 
Texas debt was brought before the Senate of the 
United States, by various petitions presented here, 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
In presenting one of them, I made some remarks 
upon the subject, and begged the committee to 
give us an early report upon the question, that it 
might be brought up, acted upon, and settled by 
the Senate during the last session of Congress. 
The committee made a report before the close of 
the session, but it was at a time when we had no 
opportunity to consider it. I have voted to give 


it a preference over all other business, and much 
anxiety as I feel upon the subject of the California 
railroad bill, I shall vote upon all occasions to 
give the Texas debt bill the preference. 

I think, however, that there can be no difficulty 
about our going on with the Pacific railroad bill 
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to-day, and taking up the Texas debt bill to-mor- 
row. This matter of the Pacific railroad is not 
one which we can run through in a day. It re- 
ouires examination; it requires strict investigation, 
.nd a comparison of the provisions of the various 
hills which have been reported upon the subj ct, 
in order to come to a practicable conclusion; and 
it seems to me it would be beneficial to discuss to- 
day the amendments which may be offered, and 
then the select committee could be guided by the 
votes of the Senate, and take to-morrow to reflect 
ypon it, while this bill in relation to the debt of 
Texas was being considered. 

Mr. CASS. I hope that my honorable friend 
from California will accede to the proposition to 
allow his bill to go before the special committee 
which has been raised this morning on the motion 
ef the Senator from Texas. I suggested to him 
some days ago, that it would be impossible for a 
body composed of sixty-two men, in open session, 
to arrange the details of such a bill. I said it 
would be difficult to understand the bearing of one 
section upon another, unless more attention was 
bestowed upon it than we generally give here in 
the Chamber. Every day shows the impractica- 
bility of our getting along with that bill in all its 
details. My friend from Illinois suggests that 
when we shall have proceeded far enough to as- 
certain these principal facts, to wit, the course of 
the road, its termination, and how it shall be done, 
we may then refer it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Perhaps [ was not distinctly 
understood by the honorable Senator. [ said that 
when the Senate shall have determined that we are 
to have one road, and but one road, to the Pacific; 
and when it shall have determined, as [ think it 
will determine, to leave the terminus open to be 
hereafter designated by the President of the United 
States; and shall have determined another point, 
whether it shall be confined to the Territories, or 
extended to the States; when it shall have deter- 
mined these three points, the bill ought to be re- 
ferred to a committee, in order to prepare it to suit 
the wishes of the Senate thus expressed. 

Mr. CASS. 
friend to say, if we have not gone already far 


enough to know that we are to have but one road, | 


and that the bill we shall pass, if we pass any, 
will indicate no direction, and no termini for that 
road? That is as clear as any fact can be, and I 
think it was ably announced by the Senator from 
Tennessee, the other day. We can have but one 
road; and if you undertake to put the termini of 
the road or its direction in the bill, it will fail, and 
as I observed in the commencement, we shall 
fritter away the real strength of the friends of the 
measure on questions of detail. 
far enough to ascertain that. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I think so. 

Mr. CASS. That, therefore, furnishes no ob- 
jection to its reference at this time. My honor- 
able friend from Texas suggests that we can con- 
tinue the discussion upon the bill of the honorable 
Senator from California, and let the examination 
of the committee goon with the other bill. Why, 
both relate to the same subject and the same object. 
Why do you want to send one bill to a committee 
and discuss the other here in open session at the 
same time? Itis entirely a work of supereroga- 
tion. Both bills relate to the same topic. They 
propose but different details of the same measure, 
and if one goes before a committee, that commit- 
tee should have the whole subject under its con- 
sideration, and all the bills can go with it. [ think 
it must be obvious to every gentleman that we 
are wasting our time in fruitless discussion; for 
we have gone far enough to ascertain the great 
outline, to wit, that we must not touch the direc- 
tion of the road, and we must not have branches. 
That is my belief. I think, under the circum- 
stances, that the honorable gentleman from Cali- 
fornia had better let his bill go with the other, so 
that the committee can have both under consider- 
ation, and report upon the whole subject. 

Mr. BUTLER. To-morrow will be Friday, 


and by a fair understanding, as I think, with the. 


honorable Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Hate,] a subject which was discussed on last 
Friday is to be taken up to-morrow, under the 
general understanding that Friday should be de- 
voted to private bills. But I find that if these 


different great projects are to be taken up and dis- | 


cussed, they will exclude the bill to which I refer, in 
which I have an interest for a constituent of mine. 


I will appeal to my honorable | 


We have gone | 





Or particular subject was set apart for consider- 
ation some days since—the bill in reference to the 
Texas debt—and upon that, I presume the honor- 
able Senator from Maryland is fully prepared; 
and it ought to be taken up to-day on that account. 

| Allow me to say so on another account. It was 
said of the Nilethat it wasagod. I think that this 

| Pacific railroad project comes nearer being the 
subject of deification than anything else 1 have 
| ever heard of in the Senate. Every one is trying 
| to show his zeal in worshipping this great road. 
Where itis to run, nobody knows. Why, if a 
man had a farm to-morrow,and hada road to run 
through it, he would have it surveyed first, before 
he would undertake to say where the road should 
be. Yet we have here so many zealous advocates 
of this great system of regulating commerce, that 
they are willing to give, absolutely, to the Presi- 
dent the power to say where that channel shall be, 
and what it shallbe. I am not one of those gen- 
tlemen. If weare to take up the* subject of a 
Pacific railroad, I wish to take it up upon surveys 

/and reconnoissances; I wish to have proper mate- 
rials and data before me upon which to decide, on 

| my responsibility as a Senator, and not leave it to 
the President to say where the lermini of this road 
shall be. But lt got up to ask that Mr. Wigg’s 
case might be taken up to-morrow, and that it 

| might not be prejudiced by setting apart that day 
for any other matter. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Upon the question of referring 
the Pacific railroad bill it is proper that, as a 
member of the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
I should claim for that committee that which 
really belongs to it. For what purpose is therea 
committee raised called ** the Committee on Roads 
and Canals?’’ Is it not for the purpose of con- 
sidering just such questions as those involved in 


| When his bill first came up I claimed for the com- 
| mittee that which I felt belonged to it; but when 
I found that the honorable Senator was opposed 
to having this bill go before any committee, I did 
not insist on a reference. I said then, what I be- 
lieve the Senate will realize before the question is 
disposed of, and in that I concur with the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan, that before the de- 
tails of the bill could be perfected by the Senate, 
before the Senate could be brought to any practi- 
cal question, the bill must go through the ordeal 
| of acommittee. Whenever the Senate shal] come 
| to that conclusion, I shall insist that it go to the 
| Committee on Roads and Canals; not that I am 
very anxious to multiply the immense amount of 
| business which I now have on hand, but for the 
| reason that the question legitimately belongs there, 

and I feel that should be doing my colleagues 
| on the committee injustice if I did not claim for 
| them the consideration of that business which I 
regard it as their right to consider. 

I do not belong to that class of Senators referred 
to by the honorable gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. I have no great anxiety to worship this road 
either generally or in its details. I am friendly to 
the measure. I intend to vote for a road from 
some point on our western frontier to some point 
on the Pacific, and I am in favor of appropriating 
lands liberally for that object; but when the ques- 
tion comes up of taking money out of the national 
| Treasury for such a work, it will be time enough 
_ for me to decide whether I favor that proposition 
| or not. 

I did not, however, rise for the purpose of dis- 
enssing the question now. I do not intend to in- 
sist upon a reference of the bill at this time; I 
merely wish to give notice to the honorable Sena- 
| tor from California, that if the Senate decide to 

refer the measure, I shall insist, for one, upon its 

| going to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
A word, now, in reference to the motion which 
I have made. I think it is due to the Committee 
on Finance, that the bill providing for the pay- 


| ment of the creditors of Texas should be disposed | 


| of, that they may see whether the Senate will de- 
| fer action or act upon it. I hope the honorable 
Senator from California will consent that to-mor- 
row we may take up that bill and go forward with 
it, feeling quite sure that by doing so, we can then 
dispose of it. 

Mr. BADGER. I donot wish, Mr. President, 
to take any part in this particular discussion. I 
am willing that this matter shall take any course 
the Senate shall think advisable. With regard 


| to the California railroad bill, there seems to be || 


the bill of the honorable Senator from California ? | 
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great force and strength in the observations which 
have been made by the honorable Senator from 
Indiana, that, if it is to be referred, it ought to go 
to the appropriate committee. For myself, | dif- 
fer from that honorable Senator in one respect. I 
know nothing, or at least not much, about the 
details of the particular measure presented by the 
honorable Senator from California; but for the 
great object I am ready to go, and to go cordially, 
and to give it full and ample assistance; and J am 
willing to give that assistance not only by a grant 
of land, but Lam willing that the money of the 
Government, to any reasonable extent, shall be 
afforded for its accomplishment, under proper reg- 
ulations and safeguards. Itis a great national 
object. It is one that ought to meet with favor 
and assistance. It deeply concerns the interests 
of the whole country, and itis incumbent on us, 
as we have an empire now on the Pacific, that 
we should see the object accomplished with all 
reasonable diligence. 

But, sir, | am like my friend from South Caro- 
lina; I did not get up with a view of saying this, 
but my real object was to beg that we would not 
consume the whole day in debating what we 
would do, but would proceed to take the question 
upon the motion of the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. BRIGHT. As there seems to be a dispo- 
sition on the part of the Senate to go on with the 
Texas debt bill to-day, 1 modify my motion so 
as to take it up for consideration now. 

Mr.GWIN. I look upon it, that if the Texas 
debt bill, important as it is,can override the prop- 
osition for a railroad to the Pacific, we may con- 
sider that the latter is killed for the present sessfon. 
We have got but thirty-five legislative days of the 
session remaining, and I think we ought to make 
the best use of our time. 

I want the Senator from Indiana to understand 
that I have no objection to my bill going to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, if it be referred 
atall. I would just as soon allow it to go to that 
committee as to any other; but I said in the begin- 
ning, that whenever it should be referred it would 
be killed for this Congress; and no gentleman who 
looks at the question can come to any other con- 
clusion than that such a proposition, whether so 
intended or not, is a side-blow to destroy it. I 
can understand very well why the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina and the honorable Sena- 
tor from Virginia wish the bill referred. 

Mr. BUTLER. Why is it? 

Mr. GWIN. Because I do not think you in- 
Sut lL know 
that my friend from Indiana intends to vote for 
some such bill, and so does the Senator from 
Michigan, who proposes to let it go to a commit- 
tee. I would say to him that we have had com- 
mittee after committee upon the subject. Various 
committees have reported Sills which the Senate 
could not agree to, and | hope now that we shall 
goon with my bill. I do not wish to interfere 
with the proceedings of the Senate in other mat- 
ters, but [ hope the Senate will go on with and 
finish the Pacific railroad bill. L confess that I 
have a deep interest in the bill which I have 
brought before the Senate for the construction of a 
railroad to the Pacific; but I am not wedded to 
that particular form of accomplishing the object. 
You may strike out the whole of the bill after the 
enacting clause. I want to get the road built, and 
Ido not care particularly about the form of ac- 
complishing the object. It is evident to me that 
the only way to get the road established—to get 
the act on the statute-book—is to go on and con- 
sider the question, ascertain the views of the body, 
and come to a conclusion. I am entirely opposed 
to putting the measure aside for the Texas debt 
bill, or any other. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to give one word of 
explanation. The honorable Senator from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Gwin] seems to assume that I shall 
vote against the bill he has brought forward. [| 
think it probable I shall vote against the bill as it 
is; but I hope I am not so devoid of judgment as 
not to have it in my power to give a preference to 
one bill over another. It may be a very import- 
ant matter to decide which bill or which amend- 
ment I should vote for. I may have a choice be- 
tween different bills, and I may vote for one bill 
and not for another; I may vote for one in prefer- 
ence to another. I think that is very fair. But 
the Senator must assume that he knows too much 
of my political opinions, unless he thinks that I 
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stick to the Constitution rather too tight. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. WELLER. 
that if we intend to accomplish anything by act- 
ing upon this bill at the present session of Con- 
gress, it is necessary to keep it before the Senate. 
The fairest way, as it seems to me, is to have a 
full and free interchange of views here, in order to 
ascertain, if possible, some practicable way to 
construct the proposed road. I am assuming that 
a majority of the members of this body are in 
favor of the construction of a railroad to the Pa- 
cific. After there has been a free interchange of 
opinion here, we can readily decide what plan will 
be the most acceptable to a majority of the Senate, 
and then the proper time will have arrived to refer 
the whole subject to one of the rerular committees 
of this body, with a view to the perfection of the 
plan in accordance with the views thus ascer- 
tained, 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Butter] 
is ranked among those who oppose this measure; 
and my friend from Virginia |Mr. Hunter] be- 
longe to the same class of politicians. In my 
judgment, if their views were carried out, it would 
render this Government a very impracticable one. 
I think it is highly important that this subject 
should be kept before the Senate, in order to as- 
certain some practicable route. As I have re- 
marked upon a previous occasion, | am wedded to 
no particular scheme, and no particular plan. 
‘There are some other plans which | would prefer 
to the one proposed by my colleague. I desire to 
havea road, and I desire to have that plan adopted 
which, in the judgment of the Senate, will be best 
caleujated to accomplish the object in the shortest 
possible time. What good can possibly result 
from a reference of this subject to a committee, 
after it has been but partially considered? We 
ought to continue the discussion until we ascertain 


the views of Senators, and then refer it to a com- || 
mittee, with a view to perfect it in accordance || 


with those ascertained opinions. 
W ith regard to the constitutional power involved 
in this question, I trast that we have as high a 
regard for the Constitution as the Senator from 
South Carolina. I claim to be as strict a con- 
structionist as he is; but if I could not demon- 
strate the power of the General Government, un- 
der the Constitution, to construct that railroad, I 


should fail to demonstrate what is perfectly clear | 


tomy own mind. But this is not the proper time 
to discuss that question. I regard the proposition 
of the Senator from Virginia as calculated to de- 
feat this bill. 


intended or not, but I think that such would be |! 


the effect inevitably. 

Mr. HUNTER. What proposition of mine 
does the Senator refer to? 

Mr. SHIELDS. The proposition to take up 
the Texas debt bill was made by the Senator from 
Indiana, [Mr. Brient.] 

Mr. WELLER. 1 thought it was the Senator 
from Virginia. lamready to dispose of the Texas 
debt question; but as the railroad bill has been 
taken up and partially discussed, it will be more 
profitable to continue the discussion until we as- 
certain the views of the majority of the Senate | 
upon it. 

Mr. BORLAND. [f shall not enter into an 
discussion on the merits of the Texas debt bill; 
bat I shall simply give the reason why I shall vote 
against the motion of the Senator from Indiana. 
Work as faithfully as we may upon the Pacific | 
railroad bill, we have no time to spare, in my 
opinion, during the remainder of this session, that 
is, if we entertain any hope of passing the bill; 
and | deem it of so much more importance than 
any and all other measures now er the Con- | 
gress of the United States, that I shall vote against 
any proposition to give anything else precedence 
over it, even for one hour. 

Mr. WALKER. The Senators who have pre- 
ceded me have expressed views which I entertain; 
but | wish to advert to’an observation made b 
the Senatorfrom Texas. He said that these cred- 
itors have been before Congress for twelve months, | 
asking that we should take up and act on their 
yetition and decide upon it. Why, sir, they are 
brat private claimants; and I will concede that it 
is hard enough that they should have been here 
twelve months asking justice at the hands of Con- 
gress; but how many hundreds are there who 
have been here not only twelve months but ten, 


I agree with my colleague, | 


| as soon as he was ready. 







fifteen, and twenty years, asking justice? It 
seems to me if there was not a collection of these 
creditors—if they had not come, as it were, in an 
embodied form, the subject-matter of their petition 
would seem no larger in our estimation than va- 
rious other claims on the Government which are 
now, and have been for a long time, before Con- 
gress; and yet we cannot get even one day in the 
week, it seems, devoted to their consideration, 
when it is now proposed upon the instant, at the 


demand of these creditors, to set aside everything | 


else, even a matter so important as this railroad 
bill, and give their claim the preference and act 
upon it. | am averse to pursuing such a course; 
and I am one of those who will stand by the Pa- 
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cific railread bill, believing, as I do, that if it is | 
sent from the Senate Chamber now, it will not get 


back to be acted upon during this session. 

I shall vote against the reference of the railroad 
bill for the reason that I concur in the opinion 
expressed by the Senator from California, that 
no committee canreport a proposition upon which 
there will not be as much discussion as upon the 
one now before us. Itis one of those things which 
a committee cannot settle in the first instance. It 
is one of great magnitude. It affects the interests 


_ of every portion of the country, and every portion 


desires to have something to say in reference to 
it, and they will have ittosay. After it has been 
before a committee a week, and they have matured 
it as well as they can mature any proposition, and 
it has been brought back here, it will be buta 


week lost, for the whole discussion will have to | 
be gone over again. My opinion is, that if there 


| bea majority in the Senate willing to entertain this 


subject, they had better keep it under discussion, 


to the exclusion of everything else until the Senate | 


has matured, or found out, at least, what it will 
consent to. These are my views; and I do hope 


that the subject of the Texas creditors will not be | 


taken up in preference to the railroad bill. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator seems to forget 


that the bill in relation to the Texas debts was the | 


first special order made at the opening of this 
session. It was the first special order appointed 


‘| after we met. The Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 
| Pearce,] who reported it, gave way for the pur- | 
| pose of permitting the honorable Senator from 
| California to go forward with his measure, hoping 


that before this time it would be taken up. 
Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will excuse me— 


| that was not the reason why that bill was ae 
| over. 


On the 4 for which it was ma 


e the | 
| special order, the Senator from Maryland was not | 
I do not know whether it was so |) 


prepared to go on with his remarks; and for that | 


reason it was passed over. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Maryland 


| was not prepared on the day appointed with some 
| data, some calculations, which he desired to sub- 
It was, therefore, passed over, | 


mit to the Senate. 
with the understanding that it would be taken up 


from that day forward, but has been unwilling to 


He has been ready | 


interfere with the measure of the honorable Sena- | 


tor from California. Now, when it becomes so 
apparent that his measure is to engross the greater 
part of the residue of the session, if Senators in- 
sist upon keeping it before the Senate, I feel, as 
one of the Committee on Finance, that it is my 
duty to insist that the Texas debt bill be taken up 
and disposed of. It is due to those who are inter- 


| ested in this matter that it should be disposed of. 
When this bill was first brought | 


Mr. CHASE. 


before the Senate, I moved its reference to the | 


Committee on Roads and Canals; and it was then 
objected that if the bill were referred, no satisfac- 


_ tory measure would be matured at this session. I 


did not insist upon that motion, and finally it was 
agreed that a bill providing fora telegraph to Cali- 


| fornia should be taken up and made a special or- | 


der, with the understanding that when that bill | 


should be taken up, this bill should be moved as a 
substitute for it. Accordingly, when the day ar- 


| rived, that bill was set aside by general consent, 
}and this was substituted for it. 
| ceeded for some days in its discussion. 
| doubtedly a question of very greatimportance; but 


We have pro- 


1 must demur to the idea which seems to be enter- 


It is un- | 


tained by some, that because this is a complicated | 


tee. What subjects are proper for reference? 


| subject, and embraces a great variety of interests, | 
| it should, therefore, not be referred to a commit- 


| Sometimes we hear objections to reference because | 
| the matters for consideration are so extremely sim- 








an. 20, 


ple that every Senator can easily make up his 

mind. Now, Senators object to refer this subject 
| because it is so complex, and so extensive in jt, 
ramifications and connections. It seems to me 
| this is precisely the case which should have been 

réfeired to a committee in the beginning, ang 
which should be referred now. But I shal! yielq 
whatever opinion | may have upon that matter 
very cheerfully to the general wish of the Senate. 
| [mean now only to say, that if this subject jg 
not to be referred, we should, in my judgment. 
persevere in its consideration until we finally dis. 
pose of it. Certainly the Texas debt is of no 
greater importance than the Pacific road. It neither 
concerns so many persons, nor does it call upou us 
so urgently for action. I shall go, therefore, if this 
bill is not to be referred, with the Senators from 
California in endeavoring to keep it before the 
Senate until we have made some final disposition 
| of it. Our experience teaches us, if it teaches ys 
| anything, that if we discuss a subject one day and 
then postpone it for a time, for the consideration 
of some other matter, and then take it up again, 
the benefit of all the previous discussion is-tost, 
and we have to travel over the same.ground. | 
shall be very well contented to refer this bill. So 
far from delaying the great object sought to be ac- 
complished, my judgment is, that the proper com- 
mittee taking up the subject and schabilering it, 
could present a scheme which would be likely to 


|| command a majority of the votes in this Chamber, 


Reference would facilitate the passage of a proper 
measure. But I shall make no motion, and, if no 
other Senator moves a reference, | shal! unite with 
the Senator from California, in voting to take up 
his bill. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, if the Senate is 
ready to have a vote upon this question, I will not 
say a word; but if the discussion is to be pursued, 
| have something to say. I will sit down and see. 

Mr. WALKER and others. ‘* Question!”’ 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to know of the Senator 
from Maryland whether he wishes to have this 
subject go over and be made the special order for 
to-morrow, or whether he desires to have it con- 
sidered to-day. 

Mr. PEARCE. I prefer taking it up at once; 
but if that is not done, I hope it will be the under- 
standing of the Senate that it shall be taken up to- 
morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall have to object to that. 
I am willing to extend any courtesy 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state a 

oint of order. The bill must first be taken up 
yefore a discussion upon making it the special or- 
der for to-morrow can be indulged in. 

Several Senators. Take it up. 

Mr. BORLAND. As I understand the bill re- 
lating to the creditors of Texas, it is, in its true 
character, a private bill. The remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin [Mr. Waker] struck me 
with a great deal of force. It stands upon the 
same foundation, so far as the real merits of the 
bill are concerned, so far as the interests of the 
creditors are concerned, as any other private bill, 
the only difference being that this bill appropriates 
$5,000,000, and the other private claims are for 
only $500, or perhaps $1,000 each. I can see no 
reason why we should be governed by any con- 
sideration favorable to this claim over and above 
the considerations which should influence us with 
regard to smaller claims by mae perhaps 
equally or even more needy. If, sir, we pass by 
all private claims made by those who ask only for 
small sums, [ ask how far we may not justify the 
imputation which we see is cast upon this body 
and the other House every day by the public 
press, that small private claims cannot be got 
through Congress, while one for millions can? 
That imputation is cast upon us every day; and 
it is said that to make sure of the allowance of a 
claim, you must make one for millions of dollars. 
There was a question before us the other day upon 
a private claim of great merit, upon which the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. But- 
LER] offered his views, and proposed to offer them 
again and urge upon the Senate its merits, That 
is a claim, so far as I could understand, which 
appeals to every consideration which should gov- 
ern the judgment and determine the action of this 
| body. And yet it is objected to taking that up 
| because it is forasmall sum. Shall we give pre- 
cedence, then, to a claim which has no other su- 
perior demand upon our attention except that it 
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